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Disclaimer: This is a guide to Arizona's laws relating to voter registration and voter 
list maintenance.  
 
The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States 
may have more current or accurate information. We make no warranties or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the information 
contained in this guide or the information linked to on the state site. 
 
This guide was last updated on 03/01/2026. 
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
 
   

 CHIEF STATE ELECTION OFFICER: 
 SECRETARY OF STATE 
 

  Physical Address: 
 Elections & Administration 
 Veterans Service Building, Suite 210 
 20 West 12th Street 
 Saint Paul, MN 55155 
 

  Mailing Address: 
 Elections & Administration 
 Veterans Service Building, Suite 210 
 20 West 12th Street 
 Saint Paul, MN 55155 
 

  Phone Number:  
 651-215-1440 
 

  Email Address:  
 secretary.state@state.mn.us 
 
 Website: 
 https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:secretary.state@state.mn.us
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/
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How do I register to vote? 
 
  
 Link to register to vote  

 
  

201.014 ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE. 
Subdivision 1.Requirements.  Except as provided in subdivision 2, an individual who 
meets the following requirements at the time of an election is eligible to vote. The 
individual must: 
(1) be 18 years of age or older;  
(2) be a citizen of the United States; and  
(3) maintain residence in Minnesota for 20 days immediately preceding the election.  
 

 

 

How do I cancel my voter registration? 
  
  

Link to voter registration cancelation form 
  
  

To inactivate your record in Minnesota’s Statewide Voter Registration System, 
complete and sign the Request to Inactive Voter Registration form, and return it to 
your County Auditor.   
  
201.13 REPORT OF DECEASED VOTERS; CHANGES TO VOTER RECORDS. 
Subd. 4.Request for removal of voter record. If a voter makes a written request for 
removal of the voter's record, the county auditor shall inactivate the record of the 
voter in the statewide voter registration system. 
   

 

https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/register-to-vote
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.014
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/2235/request-to-inactivate-voter-record.pdf
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/2235/request-to-inactivate-voter-record.pdf
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/find-county-election-office/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.13
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How is voter list maintenance handled? 
  

 201.12 PROPER REGISTRATION; VERIFICATION BY MAIL; CHALLENGES. 
Subdivision 1.Notice of registration. 
 To prevent fraudulent voting and to eliminate excess names, the county auditor may 
mail to any registered voter a notice stating the voter's name and address as they 
appear in the registration files. The notice shall request the voter to notify the county 
auditor if there is any mistake in the information. 
Subd. 2.Moved within state. 
 If any nonforwardable mailing from an election official is returned as undeliverable but 
with a permanent forwarding address in this state, the county auditor may change the 
voter's status to "inactive" in the statewide registration system and shall transmit a copy 
of the mailing to the auditor of the county in which the new address is located. If an 
election is scheduled to occur in the precinct in which the voter maintains residence in 
the next 47 days, the county auditor shall promptly update the voter's address in the 
statewide voter registration system. If there is not an election scheduled, the auditor 
may wait to update the voter's address until after the next list of address changes is 
received from the secretary of state. Once updated, the county auditor shall mail to the 
voter a notice stating the voter's name, address, precinct, and polling place, except that 
if the voter's record is challenged due to a felony conviction, noncitizenship, name 
change, incompetence, or a court's revocation of voting rights of individuals under 
guardianship, the auditor must not mail the notice. The notice must advise the voter 
that the voter's voting address has been changed and that the voter must notify the 
county auditor within 21 days if the new address is not the voter's address of residence. 
The notice must state that it must be returned if it is not deliverable to the voter at the 
named address. 
Subd. 3.Moved out of state. 
 If any nonforwardable mailing from an election official is returned as undeliverable but 
with a permanent forwarding address outside this state, the county auditor shall 
promptly mail to the voter at the voter's new address a notice advising the voter that 
the voter's status in the statewide voter registration system will be changed to "inactive" 
unless the voter notifies the county auditor within 21 days that the voter is retaining 
the former address as the voter's address of residence.  
If the voter's record is challenged due to a felony conviction, lack of United States 
citizenship, legal incompetence, or court-ordered revocation of voting rights of persons 
under guardianship, the county auditor must not mail this notice.  
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.12
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201.12 CONTINUED 
If the notice is not received by the deadline, the county auditor shall change the voter's 
status to "inactive" in the statewide voter registration system. 
Subd. 4.Challenges. 
 If any nonforwardable mailing from an election official is returned as undeliverable but 
with no forwarding address, the county auditor shall change the registrant's status to 
"challenged" in the statewide voter registration system. An individual challenged in 
accordance with this subdivision shall comply with the provisions of section 204C.12, 
before being allowed to vote. If a notice mailed at least 60 days after the return of the 
first nonforwardable mailing is also returned by the postal service, the county auditor 
shall change the registrant's status to "inactive" in the statewide voter registration 
system. 
  
201.121 ENTRY OF NAMES; MAILED NOTICE. 
Subdivision 1.Entry of registration information. 
(a) At the time a voter registration application is properly completed, submitted, and 
received in accordance with sections 201.061 and 201.071, the county auditor shall 
enter the information contained on it into the statewide registration system. Voter 
registration applications completed before election day must be entered into the 
statewide registration system within ten days after they have been submitted to the 
county auditor. Voter registration applications completed on election day must be 
entered into the statewide registration system within 42 days after the election, unless 
the county auditor notifies the secretary of state before the deadline has expired that 
the deadline will not be met. Upon receipt of a notification under this paragraph, the 
secretary of state must extend the deadline for that county auditor by an additional 28 
days. The secretary of state may waive a county's obligations under this paragraph if, on 
good cause shown, the county demonstrates its permanent inability to comply. 
The secretary of state must post data on each county's compliance with this paragraph 
on the secretary of state's website including, as applicable, the date each county fully 
complied or the deadline by which a county's compliance must be complete. 
(b) Upon receiving a completed voter registration application, the secretary of state may 
electronically transmit the information on the application to the appropriate county 
auditor as soon as possible for review by the county auditor before final entry into the 
statewide registration system. The secretary of state may mail the voter registration 
application to the county auditor.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.121
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201.121 CONTINUED 
(c) Within ten days after the county auditor has entered information from a voter 
registration application into the statewide registration system, the secretary of state 
shall compare the voter's name, date of birth, and driver's license number, state 
identification number, or the last four digits of the Social Security number with the same 
information contained in the Department of Public Safety database.  
(d) The secretary of state shall provide a report to the county auditor on a weekly basis 
that includes a list of voters whose name, date of birth, or identification number have 
been compared with the same information in the Department of Public Safety database 
and cannot be verified as provided in this subdivision. The report must list separately 
those voters who have submitted a voter registration application by mail and have not 
voted in a federal election in this state.  
(e) The county auditor shall compile a list of voters for whom the county auditor and 
the secretary of state are unable to conclude that information on the voter registration 
application and the corresponding information in the Department of Public Safety 
database relate to the same person.  
(f) The county auditor shall send a notice of incomplete registration to any voter whose 
name appears on the list and change the voter's status to "challenged." A voter who 
receives a notice of incomplete registration from the county auditor may either provide 
the information required to clear the challenge at least 21 days before the next election 
or at the polling place on election day.  
Subd. 2.Notice of registration; challenges. 
The county auditor shall mail a notice indicating the individual's name, address, precinct 
and polling place to each registered voter. The notice shall indicate that it must be 
returned if it is not deliverable to the voter at the named address. Upon return of the 
notice by the postal service, the county auditor shall change the registrant's status to 
"challenged" in the statewide registration system. An individual challenged in 
accordance with this subdivision shall comply with the provisions of section 204C.12, 
before being allowed to vote. 
Subd. 3.Postelection sampling. 
(a) Within ten days after an election, the county auditor shall send the notice required 
by subdivision 2 to a random sampling of the individuals registered on election day. The 
random sampling shall be determined in accordance with the rules of the secretary of 
state. As soon as practicable after the election, the county auditor shall mail the notice 
required by subdivision 2 to all other individuals registered on election day. If a notice 
is returned as not deliverable, the county auditor shall attempt to determine the reason 
for the return.  
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201.121 CONTINUED 
A county auditor who does not receive or obtain satisfactory proof of an individual's 
eligibility to vote shall immediately notify the county attorney of all of the relevant 
information. By February 15 of each year, the county auditor must notify the secretary 
of state of the following information for each election held in the previous year by each 
precinct: 
(1) the total number of all notices that were returned as nondeliverable;  
(2) the total number of nondeliverable notices that the county auditor was able to 
determine the reason for the return along with the reason for each return; and  
(3) the total number of individuals for whom the county auditor does not receive or 
obtain satisfactory proof of an individual's eligibility to vote.  
(b) By March 1 of every year, the secretary of state shall report to the chair and ranking 
minority members of the legislative committees with jurisdiction over elections the 
following information for each election held in the previous year by each precinct and 
each county:  
(1) the total number of all notices that were returned as nondeliverable;  
(2) the total number of nondeliverable notices that a county auditor was able to 
determine the reason for the return along with the reason for each return; and  
(3) the total number of individuals for whom the county auditor does not receive or 
obtain satisfactory proof of an individual's eligibility to vote.  
  
201.13 REPORT OF DECEASED VOTERS; CHANGES TO VOTER RECORDS. 
Subdivision 1. Commissioner of health; reports of deceased residents. Pursuant to the 
Help America Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, the commissioner of health shall 
report monthly by electronic means to the secretary of state the name, address, date 
of birth, and county of residence of each individual 18 years of age or older who has 
died while maintaining residence in Minnesota since the last previous report. The 
secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons listed in the report are registered 
to vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for each county auditor. Within 60 
days after receiving the list from the secretary of state, the county auditor shall change 
the status of those registrants to "deceased" in the statewide voter registration system. 
Subd. 1a. Social Security Administration; other reports of deceased residents. The 
secretary of state may determine if any of the persons listed on the Social Security 
Death Index or reported as deceased by the vital records department of another state 
are registered to vote and prepare a list of those registrants for each county auditor. 
The county auditor shall change the status of those registrants to "deceased" in the 
statewide voter registration system. 
 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.13
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201.13 CONTINUED 
Subd. 2. Deceased nonresidents. After receiving notice of death of a voter who has died 
outside the county, the county auditor shall change the voter's status to "deceased." 
Notice must be in the form of a printed obituary or a written statement signed by a 
registered Minnesota voter. 
Subd. 3. Use of change of address system.   
(a) At least once each month the secretary of state shall obtain a list of individuals 
registered to vote in this state who have filed with the United States Postal Service a 
change of their permanent address. The secretary of state may also periodically obtain 
a list of individuals with driver's licenses or state identification cards to identify those 
who are registered to vote who have applied to the Department of Public Safety for a 
replacement driver's license or state identification card with a different address, and a 
list of individuals for whom the Department of Public Safety received notification of a 
driver's license or state identification card cancellation due to a change of residency out 
of state. However, the secretary of state shall not load data derived from these lists into 
the statewide voter registration system within the 47 days before the state primary or 
47 days before a November general election. 
(b) If the address is changed to another address in this state, the secretary of state shall 
locate the precinct in which the voter maintains residence, if possible. If the secretary 
of state is able to locate the precinct in which the voter maintains residence, the 
secretary must transmit the information about the changed address by electronic 
means to the county auditor of the county in which the new address is located. For 
addresses for which the secretary of state is unable to determine the precinct, the 
secretary may forward information to the appropriate county auditors for individual 
review. If the voter has not voted or submitted a voter registration application since the 
address change, upon receipt of the information, the county auditor shall update the 
voter's address in the statewide voter registration system. The county auditor shall mail 
to the voter a notice stating the voter's name, address, precinct, and polling place, 
unless the voter's record is challenged due to a felony conviction, noncitizenship, name 
change, incompetence, or a court's revocation of voting rights of individuals under 
guardianship, in which case the auditor must not mail the notice. The notice must 
advise the voter that the voter's voting address has been changed and that the voter 
must notify the county auditor within 21 days if the new address is not the voter's 
address of residence. The notice must state that it must be returned if it is not 
deliverable to the voter at the named address.  
(c) If the change of permanent address is to an address outside this state, the secretary 
of state shall notify by electronic means the auditor of the county where the voter 
formerly maintained residence that the voter has moved to another state.  
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201.13 CONTINUED 
If the voter has not voted or submitted a voter registration application since the address 
change, the county auditor shall promptly mail to the voter at the voter's new address 
a notice advising the voter that the voter's status in the statewide voter registration 
system will be changed to "inactive" unless the voter notifies the county auditor within 
21 days that the voter is retaining the former address as the voter's address of 
residence, except that if the voter's record is challenged due to a felony conviction, 
noncitizenship, name change, incompetence, or a court's revocation of voting rights of 
individuals under guardianship, the auditor must not mail the notice. If the notice is not 
received by the deadline, the county auditor shall change the voter's status to "inactive" 
in the statewide voter registration system.  
(d) If, in order to maintain voter registration records, the secretary of state enters an 
agreement to share information or data with an organization governed exclusively by a 
group of states, the secretary must first determine that the data security protocols are 
sufficient to safeguard the information or data shared. If required by such an 
agreement, the secretary of state may share the following data from the statewide voter 
registration system and data released to the secretary of state under section 171.12, 
subdivision 7a: (1) name; (2) date of birth;  (3) address;  (4) driver's license or state 
identification card number;  (5) the last four digits of an individual's Social Security 
number; and  (6) the date that an individual's record was last updated.  
If the secretary of state enters into such an agreement, the secretary and county 
auditors must process changes to voter records based upon that data in accordance 
with this section. Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, when data is shared 
with the secretary of state by another state, the secretary of state must maintain the 
same data classification that the data had while it was in the possession of the state 
providing the data.  
Subd. 4. Request for removal of voter record. 
 If a voter makes a written request for removal of the voter's record, the county auditor 
shall inactivate the record of the voter in the statewide voter registration system. 
  
201.14 COURT ADMINISTRATOR OF DISTRICT COURT; REPORT CHANGES OF NAMES. 
The state court administrator shall regularly report by electronic means to the secretary 
of state the name, address, and, if available, driver's license or state identification card 
number of each individual, 18 years of age or over, whose name was changed since the 
last report, by marriage, divorce, or any order or decree of the court. The secretary of 
state shall determine if any of the persons in the report are registered to vote under 
their previous name and shall prepare a list of those registrants for each county auditor. 
 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.14
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201.14 CONTINUED 
Upon receipt of the list, the county auditor shall make the change in the voter's record 
and mail to the voter the notice of registration required by section 201.121, subdivision 
2. A notice must not be mailed if the voter's record is challenged due to a felony 
conviction, lack of United States citizenship, legal incompetence, or court-ordered 
revocation of voting rights of persons under guardianship.  
  
201.145 REPORTS ON GUARDIANSHIPS, LEGAL INCOMPETENCE, FELONY 
CONVICTIONS, AND CITIZENSHIP; STATUS CHANGES. 
Subdivision 1. Report requirements. 
 Reports required by this section must be submitted to the secretary of state as 
provided in this section. Reports from the state court administrator that are required 
under this section must be made on a daily basis, excluding weekends and holidays. 
Reports from the commissioner of corrections and the commissioner of public safety 
that are required under this section must be made to the secretary of state at least 
monthly. Reports must be submitted by electronic means. Reports from the 
commissioner of corrections and the commissioner of public safety must include a 
complete list of each individual under the reporting entity's jurisdiction and must not 
provide only the changes since the last report. 
Subd. 2. State court administrator report. 
 (a) The state court administrator must report on individuals 17 years of age or older 
who are under a guardianship in which a court order revokes the ward's right to vote or 
where the court has found the individual to be legally incompetent to vote. 
(b) The state court administrator must report on individuals transferred to the 
jurisdiction of the court who meet a condition specified in paragraph (a).  
(c) Each report required under this subdivision must include the following information 
for each individual in the report: name, address, date of birth, and, if available, last four 
digits of the Social Security number and driver's license or state identification card 
number.  
(d) No later than seven calendar days after receiving a report under this subdivision, the 
secretary of state must determine if a person identified under paragraphs (a) and (b) is 
registered to vote and must prepare a list of those registrants for the county auditor. No 
later than seven calendar days after receiving the list from the secretary of state, the 
county auditor must challenge the status on the record in the statewide voter 
registration system of each individual named in the list.  
Subd. 3. Commissioner of corrections report. 
 (a) The commissioner of corrections must report on individuals 16 years of age or older 
who are currently incarcerated for felony sentences under the commissioner's 
jurisdiction. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.145
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.145


12 
 

201.145 CONTINUED 
(b) Each report under this subdivision must include the following information for each 
individual: name, address or last known residential address that is not a correctional 
facility, and date of birth. If available, each report must also include the individual's: 
corrections' state identification number, last four digits of the Social Security number, 
driver's license or state identification card number, and most recent date of 
incarceration.  
(c) No later than seven calendar days after receiving a report under this subdivision, the 
secretary of state must determine if any data newly indicates that a person identified 
under paragraph (a) is registered to vote and must prepare a list of those registrants for 
the county auditor. No later than seven calendar days after receiving the list from the 
secretary of state, the county auditor must challenge the status on the record in the 
statewide voter registration system of each individual named in the list.  
(d) The county auditor must identify an individual who voted while incarcerated for a 
felony sentence. The county auditor must immediately send notice to the county 
attorney. The notice must include the name of the individual and any other identifying 
information as well as the evidence that shows the individual voted during the period 
of incarceration.  
Subd. 4. Reports; restoration of right to vote. 
 (a) The state court administrator must report on each individual whose guardianship 
was modified to restore the ward's right to vote or whose guardianship was terminated 
by order of the court under section 524.5-317 after being ineligible to vote for any of 
the reasons specified in subdivision 2, paragraph (a). 
(b) The commissioner of corrections must report on individuals who were incarcerated 
for a felony sentence under the commissioner's jurisdiction and have been released 
from incarceration.  
(c) Each report under this subdivision must include the following information for each 
individual: name, address, date of birth, and, if available, the last four digits of the Social 
Security number. For the report required by paragraph (b), the report must also include 
the individual's, if available: corrections' state identification number, driver's license or 
state identification card number, date of incarceration, county in which the conviction 
occurred, and date of discharge.  
(d) No later than seven calendar days after receiving a report under this subdivision, the 
secretary of state must determine if a person identified under paragraph (a) is 
registered to vote and must prepare a list of those registrants for the county auditor.  
No later than seven calendar days after receiving a report under this subdivision, the 
secretary of state must determine if any data newly indicates that a person identified 
under paragraph (b) is registered to vote and must prepare a list of those registrants for 
the county auditor.  
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201.145 CONTINUED 
No later than seven calendar days after receiving the list from the secretary of state, the 
county auditor must remove the challenge status on the record in the statewide voter 
registration system of each individual named in the list.  
Subd. 5. Commissioner of public safety report. 
 (a) The commissioner of public safety must report on individuals identified by 
department data as having temporary lawful status in the United States. 
(b) The report under this section must include the following information for each 
individual: name, address, date of birth, driver's license or state identification card 
number, and, if available, last four digits of the Social Security number.  
(c) No later than seven calendar days after receiving a report under this subdivision, the 
secretary of state must determine if any data newly indicates that a person identified 
under paragraph (a) is registered to vote and prepare a list of those voters for the county 
auditor. Within seven calendar days of receiving the list from the secretary of state, the 
county auditor must challenge the status on the record in the statewide voter 
registration system of each individual named in the list.  
(d) The county auditor must also immediately send notice to the county attorney of 
each individual identified in paragraph (c). The notice must include the name of the 
individual and any other identifying information as well as the evidence that shows the 
individual registered to vote or voted and is not a citizen.  
  
201.171 POSTING VOTING HISTORY; FAILURE TO VOTE; REGISTRATION REMOVED. 
Within six weeks after every election, the county auditor shall post the voting history 
for every person who voted in the election. After the close of the calendar year, the 
secretary of state shall determine if any registrants have not voted during the preceding 
four years. The secretary of state shall perform list maintenance by changing the status 
of those registrants to "inactive" in the statewide registration system. The list 
maintenance performed must be conducted in a manner that ensures that the name of 
each registered voter appears in the official list of eligible voters in the statewide 
registration system. A voter must not be removed from the official list of eligible voters 
unless the voter is not eligible or is not registered to vote. List maintenance must 
include procedures for eliminating duplicate names from the official list of eligible 
voters.  
The secretary of state shall also prepare a report to the county auditor containing the 
names of all registrants whose status was changed to "inactive."  
Registrants whose status was changed to "inactive" must register in the manner 
specified in section 201.054 before voting in any primary, special primary, general, 
school district, or special election, as required by section 201.018.  
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.171
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201.171. CONTINUED 
Although not counted in an election, a late or rejected absentee or mail ballot must be 
considered a vote for the purpose of continuing registration under this section, but is 
not considered voting history for the purpose of public information lists available under 
section 201.091, subdivision 4.  
  
201.195 CHALLENGES. 
Subdivision 1. Petition; timing. 
(a) Upon petition filed with the county auditor, any voter registered within a county may 
challenge the eligibility or residence of any other voter registered within that county. A 
petition filed pursuant to this section must not include the name of more than one 
person whose right to vote is challenged. The county auditor must not accept a filing 
which challenges the eligibility of more than one voter. Petitions must be filed at least 
45 days before the election, unless the voter registered or updated the voter's 
registration within 60 days before the election, in which case the petition must be filed 
at least ten days before the election, or within ten days after the voter's new or updated 
registration appeared on the public information list, whichever is later. 
(b) The petition must state the grounds for challenge, provide facts and circumstances 
supporting the challenge, and may include supporting documents, affidavits, or other 
evidence. The petition must be accompanied by an affidavit stating that the challenge 
is based on the challenger's personal knowledge, and that the filer exercised due 
diligence to personally verify the facts and circumstances establishing the basis for the 
challenge. The filer has the burden to prove, by clear and convincing evidence, that the 
basis for challenging the individual's eligibility to vote is valid.  
(c) The following reasons, standing alone, do not constitute adequate grounds for a 
challenge:  
(1) a piece of mail sent to the voter by someone other than the county auditor that was 
returned as undeliverable;  
(2) enrollment in an educational institution; or  
(3) registration to vote at an address that is housing provided for students by an 
educational institution.  
Subd. 1a. Reasons for dismissal. 
If the petition is incomplete, or if the basis for the challenge does not meet the 
requirements of this section, the county auditor must dismiss the petition and notify 
the filer in writing of the reasons for the dismissal. 
Subd. 1b. Notice to voter. 
Within five days after receipt of a petition that meets the requirements of this section, 
the county auditor must set a date for a hearing on the challenge and notify the 
challenger by mail.  

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.195
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201.195 CONTINUED 
A copy of the petition and notice of the hearing must be served on the challenged voter 
by the county auditor in the same manner as in a civil action. The county auditor must 
inform the challenged individual that: 
(1) a petition has been filed as to whether the individual is eligible to vote as well as the 
basis of the challenge;  
(2) if the individual votes by mail, the individual's ballot will not be counted unless the 
challenge is resolved; and  
(3) the individual may submit information prior to the hearing or present information 
at the hearing. This information may include a sworn statement, supporting documents, 
affidavits, witnesses, or other evidence supporting the challenged individual's eligibility 
to vote in the election.  
Subd. 1c. Hearing. 
The hearing must be held before the county auditor or the auditor's designee who must 
then make findings and affirm or dismiss the challenge. The hearing must be recorded 
by either video or audio recording. The recording must be retained for 22 months. 
Subd. 2. Appeal. 
If a challenge is affirmed, the voter whose registration has been challenged may appeal 
the ruling to the secretary of state. The voter must immediately notify the county 
auditor of the appeal, and upon receipt of this notice, the county auditor must submit 
the entire record of the hearing, including all documents and a recording of the hearing, 
to the secretary of state. The appeal must be heard within five days but in any case 
before election day. Upon hearing the appeal the secretary of state must affirm or 
reverse the ruling and must give appropriate instructions to the county auditor. 
Subd. 3. Hearing procedures. 
 A hearing before the secretary of state must be conducted as a contested case and 
determined in accordance with chapter 14. 

  

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
  
 
 

Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the "NVRA" and 
the "Motor Voter Act"), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made 
it easier for all Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the 
NVRA contains requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States 
and requires States to implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter 
registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website. 

https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra
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List of voter registration statuses and their definitions  
   
Registration Status Statute 
Active - "Eligible voter," an individual who is eligible to vote under 
section 201.014.  
 

Section 200.02 
  
 

Inactive - If a notice mailed at least 60 days after the return of the first 
nonforwardable mailing is also returned by the postal service, the 
county auditor shall change the registrant's status to "inactive" in the 
statewide voter registration system. Registrants whose status was 
changed to "inactive" must register in the manner specified in 
section 201.054 before voting in any primary, special primary, general, 
school district, or special election, as required by section 201.018.  
 

Section 201.12; 
Section 201.171 
  
 

Challenged - If any nonforwardable mailing from an election official is 
returned as undeliverable but with no forwarding address, the county 
auditor shall change the registrant's status to "challenged".  
 

Section 201.12 
 

 

How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
  
  

Link to HAVA Complaint Process 
Link to HAVA Complaint Form 
 
To file a HAVA complaint with the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State: 

• Complete the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) Complaint Form. 
• Cite the part of Help America Vote Act (HAVA) Title III (Uniform and 

Nondiscriminatory Election Technology and Administration Requirements) you 
believe was violated. Choose from: Section 301 (Voting Machine Standards), 302 
(Voting Information Requirements) or 303 (Statewide Voter Registration). 

• Have the form notarized (or signed by an election judge at the polling place on 
Election Day) and return it to the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State. 
 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/200.02
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.12
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.171
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/201.12
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/secure-and-fair-elections/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/1190/hava-elections-complaint-form.pdf
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/1190/hava-elections-complaint-form.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-107publ252/html/PLAW-107publ252.htm
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How do I file a non-HAVA election complaint? 
  
  

Link to non-HAVA Election Complaint Process 
Link to non-HAVA Election Complaint Form 
 
County attorneys have the legal authority and jurisdiction to investigate possible 
election law violations. If you believe that election misconduct, discrimination, voter 
intimidation, or other irregularities have occurred, you can file a complaint with your 
county attorney’s office, which you can find via the Minnesota County Attorney’s 
Association website. 
 
To file a complaint: 

• Complete the Minnesota State Election Law Complaint Form. 
• Cite the election law you believe was violated. Chapters covered include 

Minnesota statutes Chapter 200 (General Provisions), Chapter 201 (Registration 
and Eligibility of Voters), Chapter 203B (Absentee Voting), Chapter 
204C (Election Day Activities) and Chapter 206 (Voting Systems). 

• Have the form notarized and return it to your county attorney for investigation. 
 
Link to Minnesota County Attorney Offices (select Minnesota County Attorney Offices) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/secure-and-fair-elections/
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/1191/state-election-law-complaint-form.pdf
https://mcaa-mn.org/general/custom.asp?page=links
https://mcaa-mn.org/general/custom.asp?page=links
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/media/1191/state-election-law-complaint-form.pdf
https://mcaa-mn.org/general/custom.asp?page=links
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Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
   

 Secretary of State, Elections Division 
 

  Physical/Mailing Address: 
 Elections Division 
 180 State Office Building   
 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
 St. Paul, MN 55155-1299 
  

  Phone Number:  
 651-215-1440 
 

  Email Address: 
 secretary.state@state.mn.us  
 
 Website: 
 https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/ 
 

 

 

mailto:secretary.state@state.mn.us
https://www.sos.mn.gov/elections-voting/
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