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Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance. 

The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  

This guide was last updated on 03/21/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Chief Elections Office:   Wisconsin Elections Commission 
     

Physical Address:  201 West Washington Avenue, Second Floor  

Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
 

Mailing Address:  Wisconsin Elections Commission  
P.O. Box 7984 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7984 
 

Phone Number:  (608) 266-8005 

Fax Number:   (608) 267-0500 

TTY Number:    1-800-947-3529 

E-mail:    elections@wi.gov  

Online Contact:    https://elections.wi.gov/ 

  

https://elections.wi.gov/contact-us
https://elections.wi.gov/contact-us
mailto:elections@wi.gov
https://elections.wi.gov/


 
 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

 
To register to vote, you must: 

• be a citizen of the United States 
• be a resident of Wisconsin and have resided at the registration address for at least 28 days prior 

to the election 
• be 18 years old on or before Election Day 
• not have been convicted of treason, felony, or bribery, or if you have, your civil rights have been 

restored after completion of your sentence or a pardon 
• not have been found by a court to be incapable of understanding the objective of the electoral 

process 
• not make or benefit from a bet or wage depending on the result of an election 
• not have voted at any other location, if registering on Election Day 

 
  
6.30  How to register. 
(1)  In person. An elector shall apply for registration in person, except as provided under subs. (4) and (5) 
and s. 6.86 (3) (a) 2. 
(4)  By mail. Any eligible elector may register by mail on a form prescribed by the commission and 
provided by each municipality. The form shall be designed to obtain the information required in s. 6.33 
(1). The form shall contain a certification by the elector that all statements are true and correct. The form 
shall be pre postpaid for return when mailed at any point within the United States. The form shall be 
available in the municipal clerk's office and may be distributed by any elector of the municipality. The 
clerk shall mail a registration form to any elector upon written or oral request. 
(5)  By electronic application. An eligible elector who holds a current and valid operator's license issued 
under ch.343 or a current and valid identification card issued under s. 343.50 may register electronically 
in the manner prescribed by the commission. The commission shall maintain on the Internet a secure 
registration form that enables the elector to enter the information required under s. 6.33 (1) 
electronically. An elector who registers electronically under this subsection must authorize the 
commission to obtain from the department of transportation an electronic copy of the elector's 
signature, which signature shall constitute an affirmance that all information provided by the elector is 
correct and shall have the same effect as if the elector had signed the application personally. The 
commission shall include on the registration form a place for the elector to give this authorization. Upon 
submittal of the electronic application, the commission shall obtain from the department of 
transportation a copy of the electronic signature of the elector. The commission shall maintain the 
application on file and shall notify the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of the 
municipality where the elector resides of its receipt of each completed application. The commission shall 
also permit any elector who has a current and valid operator's license issued to the elector under ch. 343 
or a current and valid identification card issued under s. 343.50 to make changes in his or her registration 
at the same Internet site that is used by electors for original registration under this subsection. An elector 
shall attest to the correctness of any changes in the same manner as provided in this subsection for 
information entered on an application for original registration. 
  

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/Register-To-Vote
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/6/II/27
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/6/ii/30


 
 

How is Voter List Maintenance Handled? 
 
6.32  Verification of certain registrations. 
(1)  Upon receipt of a registration form that is submitted by mail under s. 6.30 (4) or by electronic 
application under s. 6.30 (5), the commission or municipal clerk shall examine the form for sufficiency. 
(2) If the form is insufficient to accomplish registration or the commission or clerk knows or has reliable 
information that the proposed elector is not qualified, the commission or clerk shall notify the proposed 
elector within 5 days, if possible, and request that the elector appear at the clerk's office or another 
registration location to complete a proper registration or substantiate the information presented. 
(3) If the form is submitted later than the close of registration, the commission or clerk shall make a good 
faith effort to notify the elector that he or she may register at the clerk's office under s. 6.29 or at the 
proper polling place or other location designated under s. 6.55 (2). 
(4) If the form is sufficient to accomplish registration and the commission or clerk has no reliable 
information to indicate that the proposed elector is not qualified, the commission or clerk shall enter the 
elector's name on the registration list and transmit a 1st class letter or postcard to the registrant, 
specifying the elector's ward or aldermanic district, or both, if any, and polling place. The letter or 
postcard shall be sent within 10 days of receipt of the form. If the letter or postcard is returned, or if the 
commission or clerk is informed of a different address than the one specified by the elector, the 
commission or clerk shall change the status of the elector on the list from eligible to ineligible. The letter 
or postcard shall be marked in accordance with postal regulations to ensure that it will be returned to the 
commission or clerk if the elector does not reside at the address given on the letter or postcard. 
 
6.48  Challenging registration. 
(1)  General procedure. 
(a) Any registered elector of a municipality may challenge the registration of any other registered elector 
by submitting to the municipal clerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners in cities 
of more than 500,000 population an affidavit stating that the elector is not qualified to vote and the 
reasons therefor. The clerk or director, upon receipt of the affidavit, shall mail a notification of the 
challenge to the challenged elector, at his or her registered address. 
(b) The challenged and challenging electors shall appear before the municipal clerk within one week of 
notification or arrange under sub. (2) to appear before the board of election commissioners. The 
challenging elector shall make an affidavit answering any questions necessary to determine the 
challenged elector's qualifications. Judgment rests with the municipal clerk and decisions shall be 
rendered as soon as heard. If the clerk cannot resolve the issue or has reservations as to the answers, the 
clerk may require the challenging elector to take the oath under s. 6.925. If the challenged elector 
appears and contests any answer of the challenging elector, the clerk may require the challenged elector 
to take the oath under s. 6.94 and to answer any question necessary to determine the challenged 
elector's qualifications. If the challenging elector appears before the municipal clerk or board of election 
commissioners but the challenged elector fails to appear, such clerk or board may make the decision 
without consulting the challenged elector. If the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners does 
not sustain the challenge, the challenged elector's registration remains valid. 
(c) If the challenging elector fails to appear before the municipal clerk within one week or in cities of more 
than 500,000 population fails to appear before the board of election commissioners under sub. (2) to 
answer questions and take the oath under s. 6.925, such clerk or board shall cancel the challenge. 
(d) If the clerk determines that the challenged elector is not qualified, the clerk shall change the 
challenged elector's registration from eligible to ineligible status on the registration list and notify the 
inspectors for the ward or election district where the elector was registered. 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.32
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.48


 
6.48 Cont. 
(2)  Special procedure in populous cities. 
(a) In cities of more than 500,000 population, objections may be made before the board of election 
commissioners which shall sit on the last Wednesday before each election from 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. and 
from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. to hear objections then made or deferred under sub. (1). If all the objections cannot 
then be determined, the commissioners shall sit during the same hours the next day. 
(b) Upon appearing in person, objectors shall be examined, under oath, by the commissioners and 
testimony taken. Judgment rests with the board of election commissioners and decisions shall be 
rendered as soon as heard. All cases are heard and decided summarily. The commissioners shall 
determine whether the person objected to is qualified. If they determine that a person is not qualified, 
the executive director of the board of election commissioners shall change the elector from eligible to 
ineligible status on the registration list and shall notify the proper ward officials of the change 
immediately. 
(3)  Challenge based on incompetency. Section 6.03 (3) applies to any challenge which is made to 
registration based on an allegation that an elector is incapable of understanding the objective of the 
elective process and thereby ineligible for registration. 
(4)  Disqualification. The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners may not disqualify an elector 
under this section except upon the grounds and in accordance with the procedure specified in s. 6.325. 
 
 
6.50  Revision of registration list. 
(1)  No later than June 15 following each general election, the commission shall examine the registration 
records for each municipality and identify each elector who has not voted within the previous 4 years if 
qualified to do so during that entire period and shall mail a notice to the elector in substantially the 
following form: 
“NOTICE OF SUSPENSION OF REGISTRATION 
You are hereby notified that your voter registration will be suspended, according to state law, for failure 
to vote within the previous 4-year period, unless you apply for continuation of your registration within 30 
days. You may continue your registration by signing the statement below and returning it to the office of 
the municipal clerk .... (mailing address and telephone number of office of municipal clerk or board of 
election commissioners) by mail or in person. 
APPLICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF REGISTRATION 
I hereby certify that I still reside at the address at which I am registered and apply for continuation of 
registration. 
Signed .... 
Present Address .... 
If you have changed your residence within this municipality or changed your name, please contact the 
office of the municipal clerk .... (mailing address and telephone number, office of municipal clerk or board 
of election commissioners) to complete a change of name or address form. 
[Office of clerk or board of election commissioners 
Address 
Telephone]". 
(2) If an elector to whom a notice of suspension was mailed under sub. (1) has not applied for 
continuation of registration within 30 days of the date of mailing, the commission shall change the 
registration status of that elector from eligible to ineligible on the day that falls 30 days after the date of 
mailing. 
 
 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.48
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.50


 
 
6.50 Cont. 
(2g) The commission may delegate to a municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of a 
municipality the responsibility to change the registration status of electors when required under sub. (2). 
(2r) As soon as practicable, but no later than August 1 following the completion of the process under 
subs. (1) and (2), the commission shall publish on its Internet site the following information obtained 
through that process: 
(a) The number of notices mailed under sub. (1). 
(b) The number of notices described under par. (a) that were returned to the commission as 
undeliverable. 
(c) The number of notices described under par. (a) that were returned requesting continuation of 
registration. 
(d) The number of notices described under par. (a) that were returned requesting cancellation of 
registration. 
(e) The number of notices described under par. (a) that were returned with an indication that the named 
elector is deceased. 
(f) The number of notices described under par. (a) that were not returned. 
(g) The number of electors who received notices under sub. (1) and whose status changed from eligible to 
ineligible. 
(h) Any other information requested by the legislature or that the commission considers relevant. 
(3) Upon receipt of reliable information that a registered elector has changed his or her residence to a 
location outside of the municipality, the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall notify 
the elector by mailing a notice by 1st class mail to the elector's registration address stating the source of 
the information. All municipal departments and agencies receiving information that a registered elector 
has changed his or her residence shall notify the clerk or board of election commissioners. If the elector 
no longer resides in the municipality or fails to apply for continuation of registration within 30 days of the 
date the notice is mailed, the clerk or board of election commissioners shall change the elector's 
registration from eligible to ineligible status. Upon receipt of reliable information that a registered elector 
has changed his or her residence within the municipality, the municipal clerk or board of election 
commissioners shall change the elector's registration and mail the elector a notice of the change. This 
subsection does not restrict the right of an elector to challenge any registration under s. 6.325, 6.48, 
6.925, 6.93, or 7.52 (5). 
(4) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall change the registration of deceased 
electors from eligible to ineligible status by means of checking vital statistics reports. No notice need be 
sent of registration changes made under this subsection. 
(5) The registration of any elector whose address is listed at a building which has been condemned for 
human habitation by the municipality under s. 66.0413 (1) (j) shall be investigated by the municipal clerk 
or board of election commissioners. If the clerk or board of election commissioners can find no reason 
why the registration of such an elector should not be changed from eligible to ineligible status, the clerk 
or board of election commissioners shall change the elector's registration status. If the elector has left a 
forwarding address with the U.S. postal service, a notice of change in status shall be mailed by the clerk or 
board of election commissioners to the forwarding address. 
(6) The municipal clerk, upon authorization by an elector, shall change the elector's registration from 
eligible to ineligible status. 
(7) When an elector's registration is changed from eligible to ineligible status, the commission, municipal 
clerk, or board of election commissioners shall make an entry on the registration list, giving the date of 
and reason for the change. 
 
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.50


 
 
6.50 Cont. 
(8) Any municipal governing body may direct the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners to 
arrange with the U.S. postal service pursuant to applicable federal regulations, to receive change of 
address information with respect to individuals residing within the municipality for revision of the elector 
registration list. If required by the U.S. postal service, the governing body may create a registration 
commission consisting of the municipal clerk or executive director of the board of election commissioners 
and 2 other electors of the municipality appointed by the clerk or executive director for the purpose of 
making application for address changes and processing the information received. The municipal clerk or 
executive director shall act as chairperson of the commission. Any authorization under this subsection 
shall be for a definite period or until the municipal governing body otherwise determines. The procedure 
shall apply uniformly to the entire municipality whenever used. The procedure shall provide for receipt of 
complete change of address information on an automatic basis, or not less often than once every 2 years 
during the 60 days preceding the close of registration for the partisan primary. If a municipality adopts 
the procedure for obtaining address corrections under this subsection, it need not comply with the 
procedure for mailing address verification cards under subs. (1) and (2). 
6.50(10)(10) Any qualified elector whose registration is changed from eligible to ineligible status under 
this section may reregister as provided under s. 6.28 (1), 6.29 (2), or 6.55 (2), or, if the elector has a 
current and valid operator's license issued to the elector under ch. 343 or a current and valid 
identification card issued under s. 343.50, may reregister under s. 6.30 (5). 
 
  
6.325  Disqualification of electors.  
No person may be disqualified as an elector unless the municipal clerk, board of election commissioners 
or a challenging elector under s. 6.48 demonstrates beyond a reasonable doubt that the person does not 
qualify as an elector or is not properly registered. If it appears that the challenged elector is registered at 
a residence in this state other than the one where the elector now resides, the municipal clerk or board 
of election commissioners shall, before permitting the elector to vote, require the elector to properly 
register and shall notify the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners at the former residence. 
The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners may require naturalized applicants to show their 
naturalization certificates. 
 
 
6.56  Verification of voters not appearing on list. 
(1)  The list containing the names of persons voting under ss. 6.29 and 6.55 (2) shall be returned together 
with all forms and certificates to the municipal clerk. 
(3) Upon receipt of the list under sub. (1), the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners shall 
make an audit of all electors registering to vote at the polling place or other registration location under s. 
6.55 (2) and all electors registering by agent on election day under s. 6.86 (3) (a) 2. unless the clerk or 
board of election commissioners receives notice from the elections commission under sub. (7) that the 
elections commission will perform the audit. The audit shall be made by 1st class postcard. The postcard 
shall be marked in accordance with postal regulations to ensure that it will be returned to the clerk, board 
of election commissioners, or elections commission if the elector does not reside at the address given on 
the postcard. If any postcard is returned undelivered, or if the clerk, board of election commissioners, or 
elections commission is informed of a different address than the one specified by the elector which was 
apparently improper on the day of the election, the clerk, board of election commissioners, or elections 
commission shall change the status of the elector from eligible to ineligible on the registration list, mail 
the elector a notice of the change in status, and provide the name of the elector to the district attorney 
for the county where the polling place is located and the elections commission. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.50
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.325
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.56


 
 
6.56 Cont. 
(3m) As soon as possible after all information relating to registrations after the close of registration for 
an election is entered on the registration list following the election under s. 6.33 (5) (a), the commission 
shall compare the list of new registrants whose names do not appear on the poll lists for the election 
because the names were added after the commission certified the poll lists for use at the election with 
the list containing the names transmitted to the commission by the department of corrections under s. 
301.03 (20m) as of election day. If the commission finds that the name of any person whose name 
appears on the list transmitted under s. 301.03 (20m) has been added to the registration list, the 
commission shall enter on the list the information transmitted to the commission under s. 301.03 (20m) 
and shall notify the district attorney for the county where the polling place is located that the person 
appears to have voted illegally at the election. 
(4) After each election, the municipal clerk shall perform an audit to assure that no person has been 
allowed to vote more than once. Whenever the municipal clerk has good reason to believe that a person 
has voted more than once in an election, the clerk shall send the person a 1st class letter marked in 
accordance with postal regulations to ensure that it will be returned to the clerk if the elector does not 
reside at the address given on the letter. The letter shall inform the person that all registrations relating 
to that person may be changed from eligible to ineligible status within 7 days unless the person contacts 
the office of the clerk to clarify the matter. A copy of the letter and of any subsequent information 
received from or about the addressee shall be sent to the district attorney for the county where the 
person resides and the commission. 
(6) The municipal clerk may not disqualify an elector under this section except upon the grounds and in 
accordance with the procedures specified in s. 6.325. 
(7) The commission may elect to perform the duties of municipal clerks to conduct the audits required 
under subs. (3) and (4) for any election on behalf of all municipalities in the state. If the commission so 
elects, the commission shall, no later than the date of the election for which the audits will be performed, 
notify the municipal clerk of each municipality that the commission will perform the audits. 
 
 
The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  
 

  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.56
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra


 
List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 

Link to My Vote Manual 

Registration Status  Statute  
Active - the voter is registered to vote at the address listed.     Myvote Wisconsin 

Manual 2017 
  

Inactive - the voter has an inactive voter registration.  The reason why their 
registration is inactive should also be listed next to their status (e.g. 4-year 
maintenance, felon, etc.).  
 

Myvote Wisconsin 
Manual 2017 

 

  

https://elections.wi.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/publication/myvote_manual_updated_january_2017_pdf_16346.pdf
https://elections.wi.gov/resources/manuals/myvote-wisconsin-manual
https://elections.wi.gov/resources/manuals/myvote-wisconsin-manual
https://elections.wi.gov/resources/manuals/myvote-wisconsin-manual
https://elections.wi.gov/resources/manuals/myvote-wisconsin-manual


 
Wisconsin 

  

How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
Link to HAVA Complaint Process 

Link to Form 
 
 

How do I file a non-HAVA complaint?  
Link to Complaint Process 

Link to Form 
 

 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
State Elections Commission 
 
Physical Address:  201 West Washington Avenue, Second Floor 

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7984 
 
Mailing Address:   Wisconsin Elections Commission 

PO Box 7984 
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7984 

  
Phone Number:   608-266-8005 
 
Email Address:    elections@wi.gov  
 
Website:    https://elections.wi.gov/  
 
 
Attorney General:   Josh Kaul 
 
Physical Address:  State Capitol, Room 114 East 

Madison, WI 53707-7857 
 
Mailing Address:   Wisconsin Department of Justice 

P. O. Box 7857 
Madison, WI 53707-7857 

 
Phone Number:   (608) 266-1221 
 
Email Address:    https://www.doj.state.wi.us/ag/contact 

https://elections.wi.gov/filing-sworn-complaint
https://elections.wi.gov/filing-sworn-complaint
https://elections.wi.gov/media/14096/download
https://elections.wi.gov/media/14096/download
https://elections.wi.gov/elections/election-security-integrity/election-complaints-concerns
https://elections.wi.gov/elections/election-security-integrity/election-complaints-concerns
https://elections.wi.gov/media/14096/download
https://elections.wi.gov/media/14096/download
mailto:elections@wi.gov
https://elections.wi.gov/
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/ag/contact-department-justice


 
 
Website:    http://www.doj.state.wi.us/ 

http://www.doj.state.wi.us/

