
 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington 
  



 

 

State Guide to Voter Registration & Voter List 
Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance. 

The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  

This guide was last updated on 03/21/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Chief Elections Office:   Secretary of State, Elections Division 

Physical Address:  520 Union Avenue SE 

Olympia, WA 98501 

 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 40229 

Olympia, WA 98504-0229 

 
Phone Number:  360-902-4180 

Fax Number:  360-664-4619 

Online Contact:    elections@sos.wa.gov  
 

  

https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/ContactInfo.aspx
mailto:elections@sos.wa.gov


 
 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

 

To register to vote, you must: 
• be a citizen of the United States 
• be a legal resident of Washington State, your county and your precinct for 30 days immediately 

preceding the election in which you want to vote 
• be at least 18 years old by election day (16- and 17-year-olds can sign up as Future Voters and be 

automatically registered to vote when they turn 18) 
• not be disqualified from voting due to a court order 
• not be currently serving a sentence of total confinement in prison under the jurisdiction of the 

Department of Corrections for a felony conviction in Washington State, another state, or in 
federal court 

• not be currently incarcerated for a federal or out-of-state felony conviction 
 

 
29A.08.010 Minimum information required for voter registration. 
(1) The minimum information provided on a voter registration application that is required in order to 
place a voter registration applicant on the voter registration rolls includes: 
(a) Name; 
(b) Residential address; 
(c) Date of birth; 
(d) A signature attesting to the truth of the information provided on the application; and 
(e) A check or indication in the box confirming the individual is a United States citizen. 
(2) The residential address provided must identify the actual physical residence of the voter in 
Washington, as defined in RCW 29A.04.151, with detail sufficient to allow the voter to be assigned to the 
proper precinct and to locate the voter to confirm his or her residence for purposes of verifying 
qualification to vote under Article VI, section 1 of the state Constitution. A residential address may be 
either a traditional address or a nontraditional address. A traditional address consists of a street number 
and name, optional apartment number or unit number, and city or town, as assigned by a local 
government, which serves to identify the parcel or building of residence and the unit if a multiunit 
residence. A nontraditional address consists of a narrative description of the location of the voter's 
residence, and may be used when a traditional address has not been assigned or affixed to the voter's 
residence or when a voter resides on an Indian reservation or Indian lands, pursuant to the conditions in 
RCW 29A.08.112. 
 

 

 
 

https://voter.votewa.gov/WhereToVote.aspx
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.010


 
 

How do I cancel my Voter Registration? 
Link to Cancel  

Link to Statutes 

 
You may voluntarily cancel your Washington State voter registration by completing this form and 
returning it to your county elections department. The signature you submit on this form will be compared 
to the signature in your Washington State voter registration record before it is cancelled. 

 

29A.08.540 Records preservation. 
Registration records of persons whose voter registrations have been canceled as authorized under this 
title must be preserved in the manner prescribed by rule by the secretary of state. Information from such 
canceled registration records is available for public inspection and copying to the same extent established 
by RCW 29A.08.710 for other voter registration information. 

 

How is Voter List Maintenance Handled? 
 

29A.08.510 Death. 
The registrations of deceased voters may be canceled from voter registration lists as follows: 
(1) Periodically, the registrar of vital statistics of the state shall prepare a list of persons who resided in 
each county, for whom a death certificate was transmitted to the registrar and was not included on a 
previous list, and shall supply the list to the secretary of state. 
The secretary of state shall compare this list with the registration records and cancel the registrations of 
deceased voters. 
(2) In addition, each county auditor may also use government agencies and newspaper obituary articles 
as a source of information for identifying deceased voters and canceling a registration. The auditor must 
verify the identity of the voter by matching the voter's date of birth or an address. The auditor shall 
record the date and source of the information in the cancellation records. 
(3) In addition, any registered voter may sign a statement, subject to the penalties of perjury, to the 
effect that to his or her personal knowledge or belief another registered voter is deceased. This 
statement may be filed with the county auditor or the secretary of state. Upon the receipt of such signed 
statement, the county auditor or the secretary of state shall cancel the registration from the official state 
voter registration list. 
 
 
29A.08.515 Guardianship. 
Upon receiving official notice that a court has imposed a guardianship for a person under RCW 
11.130.265 and has determined that the person is incompetent for the purpose of rationally exercising 
the right to vote, if the person subject to guardianship is a registered voter in the county, the county 
auditor shall cancel that person's voter registration. 

https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/vr_cancellation_form_en.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/vr_cancellation_form_en.pdf
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/vr_cancellation_form_en.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.540
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.510
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.515


 
 
 
29A.08.520 Felony conviction—Restoration of voting rights. 
(1) For a felony conviction in a Washington state court, the right to vote is automatically restored as long 
as the person is not serving a sentence of total confinement under the jurisdiction of the department of 
corrections. For a felony conviction in a federal court or any state court other than a Washington state 
court, the right to vote is automatically restored as long as the person is no longer incarcerated. A person 
who has been convicted of a felony and is either sentenced to a term of total confinement under the 
jurisdiction of the department of corrections or otherwise incarcerated as provided for in this subsection 
must reregister to vote prior to voting. 
(2) At least once a month, the secretary of state shall compare the list of registered voters to a list of 
persons who are not eligible to vote as provided in subsection (1) of this section. If a registered voter is 
not eligible to vote as provided in this section, the secretary of state or county auditor shall confirm the 
match through a date of birth comparison and suspend the voter registration from the official state voter 
registration list. The secretary of state or county auditor shall send to the person at his or her last known 
voter registration address and at the department of corrections, if the person is serving a sentence of 
total confinement under the jurisdiction of the department, a notice of the proposed cancellation and an 
explanation of the requirements for restoring the right to vote and reregistering. To the extent possible, 
the secretary of state shall time the comparison required by this subsection to allow notice and 
cancellation of voting rights for ineligible voters prior to a primary or general election. 
(3) For the purposes of this section, a sentence of total confinement does not include confinement 
imposed as a sanction for a community custody violation under RCW 9.94A.633(1). 
 
 
29A.08.610 Dual registration or voting detection. 
The secretary of state shall conduct an ongoing list maintenance program designed to detect persons 
registered in more than one county or voting in more than one county in an election. This program must 
be applied uniformly throughout the state and must be nondiscriminatory in its application. 
The office of the secretary of state shall search the statewide voter registration list to find registered 
voters with the same date of birth and similar names. Once the potential duplicate registrations are 
identified, the secretary of state shall refer the potential duplicate registrations to the appropriate county 
auditors, who shall compare the signatures on each voter registration record and, after confirming that a 
duplicate registration exists properly resolve the duplication. 
If a voter is suspected of voting in two or more counties in an election, the county auditors in each county 
shall cooperate without delay to determine the voter's county of residence. The county auditor of the 
county of residence of the voter suspected of voting in two or more counties shall take action under RCW 
29A.84.010 without delay. 
 
 
29A.08.615 "Active," "inactive" registered voters—"Pending" registrations. 
(1) Registered voters are divided into two categories, "active" and "inactive." All registered voters are 
classified as active, unless assigned to inactive status by the county auditor. 
(2) Persons signing up to register to vote as future voters as defined under RCW 29A.04.070 are classified 
as "pending" until the person will be at least eighteen years of age by the next election. 
 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.520
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.610
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.615


 
 
29A.08.620 Change of address information for mail ballots—Assignment of voter to inactive status—
Confirmation notice. 
(1) Each county auditor must request change of address information from the postal service for all mail 
ballots. 
(2) The county auditor shall transfer the registration of a voter and send an acknowledgment notice to 
the new address informing the voter of the transfer if change of address information received by the 
county auditor from the postal service, the department of licensing, or another agency designated to 
provide voter registration services indicates that the voter has moved within the county. 
(3) The county auditor shall place a voter on inactive status and send to all known addresses a 
confirmation notice and a voter registration application if change of address information received by the 
county auditor from the postal service, the department of licensing, or another agency designated to 
provide voter registration services indicates that the voter has moved from one county to another. 
(4) The county auditor shall place a voter on inactive status and send to all known addresses a 
confirmation notice if any of the following occur: 
(a) Any document mailed by the county auditor to a voter is returned by the postal service as 
undeliverable without address correction information; or 
(b) Change of address information received from the postal service, the department of licensing, or 
another state agency designated to provide voter registration services indicates that the voter has moved 
out of the state. 
 
 
29A.08.630 Return of inactive voter to active status—Cancellation of registration. 
The county auditor shall return an inactive voter to active voter status if, prior to the passage of two 
federal general elections, the voter: 
(1) Notifies the auditor of a change of address; 
(2) Responds to a confirmation notice with information that he or she continues to reside at the 
registration address; or 
(3) Votes or attempts to vote in a primary, special election, or general election. If the inactive voter fails 
to provide such a notice or take such an action within that period, the auditor shall cancel the person's 
voter registration. 
 
 
29A.08.635 Confirmation notices—Form, contents. 
Confirmation notices must be on a form prescribed by, or approved by, the secretary of state and must 
request that the voter confirm that he or she continues to reside at the address of record and desires to 
continue to use that address for voting purposes. The notice must inform the voter that if the voter does 
not respond to the notice and does not vote in either of the next two federal general elections, his or her 
voter registration will be canceled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.620
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.620
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.630
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.635


 
29A.08.640 Confirmation notice—Response, auditor's action. 
(1) If the response to the confirmation notice from the voter indicates that the voter has moved within 
the county, the auditor shall transfer the voter's registration and send the voter an acknowledgment 
notice. 
(2) If the response from the voter indicates that the voter moved out of the county, but within the state, 
the auditor shall cancel the voter's registration and notify the county auditor of the voter's new county of 
residence. 
(3) If the response from the voter indicates that the voter has left the state, the auditor shall cancel the 
voter's registration on the official state voter registration list. 

 

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  
 

 

List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 
Link to Statutes 

Active - All registered voters are classified as active, unless assigned to inactive status by the county 
auditor. 
 
Inactive - The county auditor shall place a voter on inactive status and send to all known addresses a 
confirmation notice if any of the following occur: 
(a) Any document mailed by the county auditor to a voter is returned by the postal service as 
undeliverable without address correction information; or 
(b) Change of address information received from the postal service, the department of licensing, or 
another state agency designated to provide voter registration services indicates that the voter has 
moved out of the state. 
 
Pending - Persons signing up to register to vote as future voters as defined under RCW 29A.04.070 are 
classified as "pending" until the person will be at least eighteen years of age by the next election. 
 

 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.640
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.615
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How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
Link to Form 

 
 
 
 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
Secretary of State:   Steve Hobbs 
 
Physical Address:  520 Union Avenue SE 

Olympia, WA 98501 
 
Mailing Address:   PO Box 40229 

Olympia, WA 98504-0229 
  
Phone Number:   360-902-4180 
 
Email Address:    elections@sos.wa.gov 
 
Website:    https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/  
 
 
Attorney General:   Bob Ferguson 
 
Physical Address:  1125 Washington St. SE 

Olympia, WA 98504-0100 
 
Mailing Address:   P.O. Box 40100 

Olympia, WA 98504-0100 
 
Phone Number:   (360) 753-6200 
 
Email Address:    https://fortress.wa.gov/atg/ago/ContactForm  
 
Website:    http://www.atg.wa.gov/ 

 

https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/hava%20complaint%20form_en%202015.pdf
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/hava%20complaint%20form_en%202015.pdf
mailto:elections@sos.wa.gov
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/
https://fortress.wa.gov/atg/ago/ContactForm
http://www.atg.wa.gov/

