
 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas  



 

 

State Guide to Voter Registration & Voter List 
Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance. 

The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  

This guide was last updated on 03/21/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Chief Elections Office:   Secretary of State, Elections Division 

Physical Address:  Elections Division 

 Secretary of State 

1019 Brazos St. 

Austin, TX 78701 

 

Mailing Address:  Elections Division 

 Secretary of State 

P.O. Box 12060 

Austin, TX 78711-2060 

 
Phone Number:  512-463-5650 

Fax Number:  512-475-2811 

Online Contact:    elections@sos.texas.gov 

  

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml
mailto:elections@sos.texas.gov


 
 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

 
You are eligible to register to vote if: 

• You are a United States citizen; 
• You are a resident of the county where you submit the application; 
• You are at least 17 years and 10 months old on the date your voter registration application is 

submitted, and you are 18 years of age on Election Day. 
• You are not a convicted felon (you may be eligible to vote if you have completed your sentence, 

probation, and parole); and 
• You have not been declared by a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be either totally mentally 

incapacitated or partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote. § 11.002 
 

11.001  Eligibility to Vote 
(a)Except as otherwise provided by law, to be eligible to vote in an election in this state, a person must: 
(1)be a qualified voter as defined by Section 11.002 (Qualified Voter) on the day the person offers to 
vote; 
(2)be a resident of the territory covered by the election for the office or measure on which the person 
desires to vote; and 
(3)satisfy all other requirements for voting prescribed by law for the particular election. 
(b)For a person who resides on property located in more than one territory described by Subsection 
(a)(2), the person shall choose in which territory the residence of the person is located. 
 

11.002 Qualified Voter 
(a)In this code, “qualified voter” means a person who: 
(1)is 18 years of age or older; 
(2)is a United States citizen; 
(3)has not been determined by a final judgment of a court exercising probate jurisdiction to be: 
(A)totally mentally incapacitated; or 
(B)partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote; 
(4)has not been finally convicted of a felony or, if so convicted, has: 
(A)fully discharged the person’s sentence, including any term of incarceration, parole, or supervision, or 
completed a period of probation ordered by any court; or 
(B)been pardoned or otherwise released from the resulting disability to vote; 
(5)is a resident of this state; and 
(6)is a registered voter. 
(b)For purposes of Subsection (a)(4), a person is not considered to have been finally convicted of an 
offense for which the criminal proceedings are deferred without an adjudication of guilt. 

 

https://www.votetexas.gov/register-to-vote/index.html
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.11.htm
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.11.htm
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_11.001
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_11.002


 
 

How do I cancel my Voter Registration? 

Link to Cancel  
Link to Statutes 

 

16.0331.  Cancellation on Request by Voter.   
(a)  A voter desiring to cancel the voter's registration must submit to the registrar a written, signed 
request for the cancellation.  A request may not be submitted by an agent. 
(b)  The registrar shall cancel a voter's registration immediately on receipt of a request under Subsection 
(a). 
(c)  The registrar shall retain the request on file with the voter's registration application. 

 

 

How is Voter List Maintenance Handled? 

15.022 Correction of Registration Records 
(a)The registrar shall make the appropriate corrections in the registration records, including, if necessary, 
deleting a voter’s name from the suspense list: 
(1)after receipt of a notice of a change in registration information under Section 15.021 (Notice of Change 
in Registration Information by Voter); 
(2)after receipt of a voter’s reply to a notice of investigation given under Section 16.033 (Cancellation 
Following Investigation by Registrar); 
(3)after receipt of any affidavits executed under Section 63.006 (Voter With Required Documentation 
Who Is Not on List), following an election; 
(4)after receipt of a voter’s statement of residence executed under Section 63.0011 (Statement of 
Residence Required); 
(5)before the effective date of the abolishment of a county election precinct or a change in its boundary; 
(6)after receipt of United States Postal Service information indicating an address reclassification; 
(7)after receipt of a voter’s response under Section 15.053 (Response to Confirmation Notice); or 
(8)after receipt of a registration application or change of address under Chapter 20 (Voter Registration 
Agencies). 
(b)At least monthly, the registrar shall request from the United States Postal Service any available 
information indicating address reclassifications affecting the registered voters of the county. 
 

15.051 Confirmation Notice 
(a)If the registrar has reason to believe that a voter’s current residence is different from that indicated on 
the registration records, the registrar shall deliver to the voter a written confirmation notice requesting 
confirmation of the voter’s current residence. 
(b)The registrar shall include an official confirmation notice response form with each confirmation notice 
delivered to a voter. 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.16.htm#16.0331
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_16.036
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_15.022
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_15.051


 
 
15.051 Cont.  
(c)The confirmation notice shall be delivered by forwardable mail to the voter’s last known address. 
(d)The registrar shall maintain a list of the confirmation notices mailed to voters, which for each notice 
must include the voter’s name and the date the notice is mailed. The registrar shall maintain and retain 
the list in accordance with rules prescribed by the secretary of state. 
 
 
15.052 Official Confirmation Notice and Confirmation Notice Response Forms 
(a)The officially prescribed form for a confirmation notice must include: 
(1)a statement that, if the voter fails to submit to the registrar a written, signed response confirming the 
voter’s current residence on or before the 30th day after the date the confirmation notice is mailed: 
(A)the voter is subject to submission of a statement of residence before the voter may be accepted for 
voting in an election held after that deadline; or 
(B)for a notice delivered under Section 14.023 (Confirmation Notice After Return of Renewal Certificate), 
the voter will remain subject to submission of a statement of residence before the voter may be accepted 
for voting in an election; 
(2)a warning that the voter’s registration is subject to cancellation if the voter fails to confirm the voter’s 
current residence either by notifying the registrar in writing or voting on a statement of residence before 
November 30 following the second general election for state and county officers that occurs after the 
date the confirmation notice is mailed; and 
(3)a statement that the voter must include all of the required information on the official confirmation 
notice response form. 
(b)The official confirmation notice response form must: 
(1)provide spaces for the voter to include all of the information that a person must include in an 
application to register to vote under Section 13.002 (Application Required); and  
(b)be postage prepaid and preaddressed for delivery to the registrar. 
(c)The registrar may prescribe a different design from that prescribed by the secretary of state for an 
official form, if approved by the secretary. 
 
 
15.053 Response to Confirmation Notice 
(a)Not later than the 30th day after the date a confirmation notice is mailed, the voter shall submit to the 
registrar a written, signed response to the notice that confirms the voter’s current residence. The 
response must contain all of the information that a person must include in an application to register to 
vote under Section 13.002 (Application Required). 
(b)The voter shall use an official confirmation notice response form for the response unless the voter 
does not have possession of the official form at the time of making the response. 
(c)The registrar shall act on the response in accordance with Section 13.072 (Action on Application) and 
retain the response on file with the voter’s registration application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_15.051
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_15.052
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_15.053


 
16.001 Death 
(a)Each month the local registrar of deaths shall prepare an abstract of each death certificate issued in 
the month for a decedent 18 years of age or older who was a resident of the state at the time of death. 
The local registrar of deaths shall file each abstract with the voter registrar of the decedent’s county of 
residence and the secretary of state not later than the 10th day of the month following the month in 
which the abstract is prepared. 
(b)Each month the clerk of each court having probate jurisdiction shall prepare an abstract of each 
application for probate of a will, administration of a decedent’s estate, or determination of heirship, and 
each affidavit under Chapter 205 (Small Estate Affidavit), Estates Code, that is filed in the month with a 
court served by the clerk. The clerk shall file each abstract with the voter registrar and the secretary of 
state not later than the 10th day of the month following the month in which the abstract is prepared. 
(c)Once each week, on a day specified by the secretary of state, the Bureau of Vital Statistics shall furnish 
to the secretary of state available information specified by the secretary relating to deceased residents of 
the state. Periodically, the secretary shall furnish to the appropriate voter registrars information obtained 
from the bureau that will assist in identifying the deceased registered voters of each county. 
(d)The secretary of state shall quarterly obtain from the United States Social Security Administration 
available information specified by the secretary relating to deceased residents of the state. 
(e)The information required to be filed with the secretary of state under this section must be filed 
electronically. The secretary of state may waive this requirement on application for a waiver submitted by 
the appropriate entity. 
 
 
16.002 Mental Incapacity 
(a)Each month the clerk of each court having proper jurisdiction to adjudge a person mentally 
incapacitated shall prepare an abstract of each final judgment of a court served by the clerk, occurring in 
the month: 
(1)adjudging a person 18 years of age or older who is a resident of the state to be: 
(A)totally mentally incapacitated; or 
(B)partially mentally incapacitated without the right to vote; 
(2)adjudging the mental capacity of a person 18 years of age or older who is a resident of this state to be 
completely restored; or 
(3)modifying the guardianship of a person 18 years of age or older to include the right to vote. 
(b)The clerk shall file each abstract with the voter registrar of the person’s county of residence not later 
than the 10th day of the month following the month in which the abstract is prepared. 
 
 
16.003 Felony Conviction 
Each weekday the Department of Public Safety is regularly open for business, the department shall: 
(1)prepare an abstract of each final judgment received by the department convicting a person 18 years of 
age or older who is a resident of the state of a felony; and 
(2)file each abstract with the secretary of state. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_16.001
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_16.001
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_16.002
https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_16.003


 
 
16.031 Cancellation on Official Notice of Ineligibility 
(a)The registrar shall cancel a voter’s registration immediately on receipt of: 
(1)notice under Section 13.072 (Action on Application)(b) or 15.021 (Notice of Change in Registration 
Information by Voter) or a response under Section 15.053 (Response to Confirmation Notice) that the 
voter’s residence is outside the county; 
(2)an abstract of the voter’s death certificate under Section 16.001 (Death)(a) or an abstract of an 
application indicating that the voter is deceased under Section 16.001 (Death)(b); 
(3)an abstract of a final judgment of the voter’s total mental incapacity, partial mental incapacity without 
the right to vote, conviction of a felony, or disqualification under Section 16.002 (Mental Incapacity), 
16.003 (Felony Conviction), or 16.004 (Disqualification in Election Contest); 
(4)notice under Section 112.012 (Notification to Voter Registrar) that the voter has applied for a limited 
ballot in another county; 
(5)notice from a voter registration official in another state that the voter has registered to vote outside 
this state; 
(6)notice from the early voting clerk under Section 101.053 (Action by Early Voting Clerk on Certain 
Applications) that a federal postcard application submitted by an applicant states a voting residence 
address located outside the registrar’s county; or 
(7)notice from the secretary of state that the voter has registered to vote in another county, as 
determined by the voter’s driver’s license number or personal identification card number issued by the 
Department of Public Safety or social security number. 
(b)The registrar shall cancel a voter’s registration immediately if the registrar: 
(1)determines from information received under Section 16.001 (Death)(c) that the voter is deceased; 
(2)has personal knowledge that the voter is deceased; 
(3)receives from a person related within the second degree by consanguinity or affinity, as determined 
under Chapter 573 (Degrees of Relationship; Nepotism Prohibitions), Government Code, to the voter a 
sworn statement by that person indicating that the voter is deceased; or 
(4)receives notice from the secretary of state under Section 18.068 (Comparison of Information 
Regarding Ineligibility) that the voter is deceased. 
 
 
The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  
 

 

 

 
 

https://texas.public.law/statutes/tex._election_code_section_16.031
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra


 
 

List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 
Link to Statutes 
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Status Codes Description Meaning 
 
Active 

A Active Voter is eligible to vote (unless 
Effective Date of the 
registration is AFTER current 
election date ) 

AS Active Pending Street Update 

AP Active Pending Update Exception 
(Confirmation    pending - not mailed yet 
and/or not past 30 days) 

 
Suspense 

S Suspense from returned mail We received returned mail 
from the address on file. S1 Suspense from mass mail out - 

Undeliverable 
S2 Suspense from normal returned mail 

Challenged CH Challenged due to information received 
which    contradicts information on the 
voter record 

Voter must reply to the 
challenge before voting. 

   
  N

O
T 

AC
TI

VE
 

 
Canceled 

C Canceled (all reasons other than those 
below) 

Voter record has been 
canceled CD Canceled Death 

CF Canceled Felon 
CM Canceled Mental 

Not  
Registered 

NR Not Registered Incomplete application - info 
not received in 10 days 

F Non-registered felon Same as above, or felony 
abstract received 

Pending PSV Pending State Verification Application in process 
PFR FPCA Pending State Verification 

 

  

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.18.htm
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How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
Link to Form 

 
 

How do I file a non-HAVA complaint?  
Link to Form 

 
 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
Secretary of State:   Jane Nelson 
 
Physical Address:  1019 Brazos St. 

Austin, TX 78701 
 
Mailing Address:   Texas Secretary of State 
    Elections Division 

P.O. Box 12060 
Austin, TX 78711-2060 

  
Phone Number:   512-463-5650 
Email Address:    elections@sos.texas.gov 
Website:    https://www.sos.state.tx.us/contact.shtml  
 
 
Attorney General:   Ken Paxton 
 
Physical Address:  Office of the Attorney General 

300 W. 15th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 

 
 
Mailing Address:   Office of the Attorney General 

P.O. Box 12548  
Austin, TX 78711-2100 

 
Phone Number:   (512) 463-2100 
Email Address:    https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/contact-us 
Website:    https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/ 

 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/forms/complaintform-sos.pdf
https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/forms/complaintform-sos.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/complaintform-sos.pdf
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/complaintform-sos.pdf
mailto:elections@sos.texas.gov
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/contact.shtml
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/contact-us-online-form
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/

