
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rhode Island  



 

 

State Guide to Voter Registration & Voter List 
Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance. 

The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  

This guide was last updated on 03/15/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Secretary of State:   Greg M. Amore 

Physical Address:  148 West River St. 

Providence, RI 02904 

 

Mailing Address:  148 West River St. 

Providence, RI 02904 

 
Phone Number:  401-222-3983 

Fax Number:  401-222-1444 

Online Contact:    elections@sos.ri.gov 
 
 

  

https://vote.sos.ri.gov/
mailto:elections@sos.ri.gov


 
 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

 
You may be eligible to register to vote if you are: 

• A citizen of the United States 
• A resident of the Rhode Island city or town where you wish to vote 

• At least 16 years of age (You must be at least 18 years of age to vote.) 
 

You may not register to vote if: 
• There is a written court order stating that you cannot vote. (If you have a legal guardian, you can 

vote unless the guardianship order specifically suspends your right to vote.) 
• You are a convicted felon still in prison. Once out of prison, you can restore your right to vote by 

either notifying your local board of canvassers in writing or by submitting a new voter registration 
form. § 17-1-2. (13) 

 

17-1-3.  Eligibility to vote. 
Every citizen of the United States who is at least eighteen (18) years of age, whose residence as defined in 
§ 17-1-3.1 has been in this state for at least thirty (30) days, and in the town or city and voting district in 
which that person desires to cast his or her vote at least thirty (30) days next preceding the election, and 
who is registered in that city or town and voting district at least thirty (30) days next preceding any 
election, shall be entitled to vote in the election; provided, a person may vote in a primary election only if 
that person is eligible under the provisions of this title. A person who has not registered to vote, or whose 
registration has been canceled pursuant to § 17-10-1, may cast a vote for president and vice-president on 
election day at his or her city or town hall or at an alternate location designated by the board of 
canvassers, and approved by the board of elections, where such location is deemed necessary to better 
accommodate such voters. The casting of that vote shall commence the process of voter registration and 
subject the person voting to the requirements and penalties of this chapter. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://elections.ri.gov/voting/registration.php
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-1/17-1-3.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-1/17-1-2.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-1/17-1-3.htm


 
 

How do I cancel my Voter Registration? 
Link to Cancel  

Link to Statutes 

 
A registered Rhode Island voter may voluntarily cancel their Rhode Island voter registration by 
completing this form and returning it to the Rhode Island Department of State/Elections Division 
148 West River Street, Providence, RI 02904. 
 
 
17-10-9.  Record of vote on adding or striking names. 
The clerk of the local board shall record the votes of the members of the board on adding or striking the 
name of any person from the list of voters whenever requested to do so by any member of the board or 
by any qualified elector of the city or town present at the time of canvassing, a certified copy of this 
record shall be evidence of the facts stated in it; and for any willful neglect on the part of the clerk to 
make a record, whenever requested as provided in this section, the clerk shall be guilty of a petty 
misdemeanor. 

 
 

How is Voter List Maintenance Handled? 
 

 
17-9.1-27.  Periodic updating of voter registration records. 
(a) In every odd-numbered year, the secretary of state shall update the central voter register using the 
United States Postal Service National Change of Address (NCOA) Program. The office of the Secretary of 
State shall be responsible for obtaining the NCOA data and providing each local board of canvassers with 
their data; provided, that the updating shall be performed by each local board. The NCOA list of address 
changes shall be compared by the local board with lists of registered voters, and if address changes are 
detected for any voter, the local board shall institute the confirmation process described in § 17-9.1-26. 
(b) Each local board of canvassers in each city or town shall send annually, a notice prescribed by the 
secretary of state and marked "Do Not Forward — Return if Undeliverable", to every active registered 
voter who has not voted in the past five (5) calendar years and has not otherwise communicated with the 
board during that period of time, advising them of their current polling place and voting eligibility, and 
informing them that mail that is returned as undeliverable will initiate the confirmation process described 
in § 17-9.1-26; provided, however, that the local boards shall not be obligated to send such notice if the 
state or federal government fails to appropriate the necessary funds. The mailing shall take place in all 
municipalities and be performed in a uniform manner, in accordance with standards adopted by the 
secretary of state and the list maintenance procedures provided by the National Voting Rights Act, 42 
U.S.C. § 1973gg. 
 
 
 

https://vote.sos.ri.gov/Forms/elections/Forms/Voter_Cancellation_Form.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-10/17-10-9.htm
https://vote.sos.ri.gov/Forms/elections/Forms/Voter_Cancellation_Form.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-10/17-10-9.htm
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE17/17-9.1/17-9.1-27.htm


 
17-10-1.  Maintenance of registration — Inactive file. 
(a) The local board or its duly authorized agent shall maintain the files of registration cards in a condition 
that will correctly represent the registration of qualified voters at all times. It shall continually purge the 
cards of voters no longer qualified to vote in the city or town. It shall promptly record all changes of 
address, changes of name, and transfers and cancellations of registration. 
(b) If a confirmation card has been mailed to a registered voter at an address outside of the city or town 
of the voter's current registered address for voting purposes, or if the confirmation card has been mailed 
to an address within the same city or town where the voter is registered, which card was sent to confirm 
the voter's continuing residence within the city or town and not merely to confirm information provided 
by or through the postal service concerning a change of address within the city or town, and in both cases 
the voter has failed to respond to the confirmation card, the voter shall be stricken from the voting list 
and the voter registration shall be canceled if the voter has not voted or appeared to vote in an election 
during the period beginning on the date of mailing of the confirmation card and ending on the date after 
the date of the second general election that occurs after the date of mailing of the card. Provided, that 
the registration of any person shall not be canceled during his or her service in the armed forces of the 
United States and during two (2) years thereafter. A voter whose registration has been canceled shall not 
thereafter be eligible to vote unless that voter shall again register in accordance with the provisions of 
this title and in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of this state. The local board shall 
notify the secretary of state of any cancellation. The local board shall notify each voter whose registration 
has been canceled by a notice addressed to the voter at the voter's last known address, and a 
memorandum that the notice has been sent shall be maintained on file by the local board; provided, that 
failure to give or receive the notice shall not affect the cancellation of the voter's registration. The local 
board shall take affirmative action to purge the voter's name from its files of registration cards. 
(c) Using the central voter registration system, upon receipt of the monthly list of individuals who have 
died from the office of vital statistics as prescribed by § 23-3-5, the secretary of state shall identify all 
voter registrations that may be reflected on the list and so notify electronically, the local board of 
canvassers of each applicable city or town. The local board, upon receipt of the list of deceased persons 
from the secretary of state, or upon receipt of an affidavit of death on forms prescribed by the secretary 
of state, shall promptly purge its files of registration cards by removing the cards of each deceased 
elector and canceling the voter registration information of the deceased elector from the central voter 
registration system. 
(d) The local board shall maintain a separate list of all new registrations and all transfers of registration 
which are received by the board within the thirty (30) day period prior to the close of registration prior to 
each primary, regular, and special election. The list shall be maintained until the time that the election is 
held. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE17/17-10/17-10-1.htm


 
17-9.1-28.  Procedure on challenge of registration. 
(a) Any elector may challenge the registration of a registered voter by submitting to the local board an 
affidavit prescribed by the state board of elections in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated 
by the board stating that the voter is not eligible to vote and setting forth evidence that would create a 
reasonable cause to suspect that the challenged voter is not in fact eligible. The return as undeliverable of 
a mailing sent to the voter by someone other than the state board or local board shall not, standing 
alone, constitute reasonable cause. The local board, upon receipt of the affidavit and upon finding that 
the affidavit establishes reasonable cause, shall cause to be mailed, by certified mail, a notification of the 
challenge to the challenged voter at his or her registered address. The return of the notice or 
acknowledgement of its receipt may be admitted as evidence at the hearing. The challenged voter shall 
appear before the local board at a time and place to be determined by the local board. The objector shall 
also be notified of the hearing. If the board finds that the affidavit does set forth reasonable cause to 
suspect that the challenged voter is not eligible, the voter, upon taking the following oath or affirmation, 
shall answer pertinent questions as provided in this section, and any other questions necessary to 
establish his or her eligibility. 
(b) The oath or affirmation shall be as follows: 
"You do voluntarily swear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all questions put to you regarding 
your place of residence and eligibility as an elector." 
(c) The local board shall then ask the voter the following questions which are appropriate to test his or 
her eligibility: 
(1) If challenged as ineligible of the ground that he or she is not a citizen: Where were you born? If you 
were not born in the United States, when and where were you naturalized as a United States citizen? 
(2) If challenged as ineligible on the ground that he or she has not resided in this state for thirty (30) days 
immediately preceding the election: 
(i) How long have you resided in this state immediately preceding your registration? 
(ii) Have you been absent from this state within the thirty (30) days immediately preceding this election? 
If yes, then: 
(iii) When you left, did you leave for a temporary purpose, with the intent of returning, or for the purpose 
of remaining away? 
(iv) What state or territory did you regard as your residence while absent? 
(v) Did you, while absent, vote in any other state or territory? 
(3) If challenged as ineligible on the ground that he or she is not a resident of the district where seeking to 
vote: 
(i) When did you last come into this district? 
(ii) Did you come for a temporary purpose only, or for the purpose of making it your residence? 
(iii) Did you come into this district solely for the purpose of voting here? 
(iv) Have you now and have you had for the last thirty (30) days a voting residence in this district? If so, 
what is the particular description, name and location of your residence? 
(v) If the answer to paragraph (iv) of this subdivision is no, then: Have you moved from the district after 
registering? 
(vi) Have you registered to vote at any other place within or outside of this state? 
(vii) Have you applied for an absentee ballot at any place in this or any other state? 
(viii) What is the address furnished to the division of motor vehicles for your operator's license? 
(ix) What is the address from which your motor vehicle is registered? 
 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE17/17-9.1/17-9.1-28.htm


 
17-9.1-28.  Cont. 
(x) What is the address from which you filed your last federal income tax return? 
(xi) What is the address from which you filed your last state income tax return? 
(xii) What is the address furnished to the companies from which you have obtained retail credit cards? 
(xiii) What is the address furnished to the financial institutions where you maintain accounts? 
(xiv) What is the address furnished to the tax collector and/or assessor in those communities where you 
own taxable real or personal property for the purposes of notification to you? 
(xv) What is the address furnished to the insurance companies with which you maintain policies? 
(xvi) What is the address furnished to your employer? 
(xvii) What is the address furnished by you to any business, professional, union, or fraternal organizations 
of which you are a member? 
(xviii) What is the address furnished to the governmental agencies with which you have contact? 
(4) If challenged as ineligible on the ground that registrant is under eighteen (18) years of age: What is 
your date of birth? 
(5) If challenged as ineligible on the ground registrant has been finally convicted of a felony: 
(i) Have you ever been tried or convicted in this state or any other state of any crime? If yes, then: 
(ii) Of what crime, when, and in what court were you convicted? 
(iii) What sentence was imposed, including provisions relating to probation and parole, and have the 
provisions of the sentence been fulfilled? 
(6) The local board shall ask the challenged person any other and further questions to test his or her 
eligibility as an elector which the board deems relevant. 
(d) If the challenged voter appears at the hearing and testifies under oath or affirmation as provided and 
the local board determines that the voter is not eligible to vote or not eligible to vote within the city or 
town, the voter may be stricken from the voting list. If the voter is found to be eligible to vote within the 
city or town but not within the voting district where the voter is currently registered, the voter shall 
remain on the voting list and the board shall record the voter's change of address to the new voting 
district within the same city or town. If the voter does not appear at the hearing, whether or not the 
notification of the challenge is returned as undeliverable, the voter shall not be stricken from the voting 
list, but the board shall at that time be required to begin the confirmation process described in § 17-9.1-
26. No confirmation mailing shall be sent out and no person shall be removed from the voting list within 
the ninety (90) day period prior to any election, except that names of voters may be removed from the 
voting list within that period of time, at the request of the voter, by reason of criminal conviction or 
mental incapacity, or by reason of the voter's death. Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit the 
mailing of acknowledgement cards verifying voter registration applications within the ninety (90) day 
period, and nothing contained in this section shall prevent the recording within the ninety (90) day period 
of a change of address of a voter who has changed voting residence within the same city or town. 
 
 
17-9.1-29.  Penalty for unsubstantiated challenge. 
Every person who willfully and maliciously challenges the registration of a voter without reasonable cause 
to suspect that the voter is not qualified shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, in addition, be liable 
to the challenged voter for compensatory and punitive damages as well as for his or her counsel fees. The 
mere fact that a challenge was not sustained by the board shall not give rise to any civil or criminal 
liability of the objector. 
 

http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE17/17-9.1/17-9.1-28.htm
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE17/17-9.1/17-9.1-29.htm
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE17/17-9.1/17-9.1-29.htm


 
 
 
The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  
 
 
 
 
 

List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 
Link to Statutes 

Active (A) - eligible voters. 
 
Inactive (I) - eligible voters but a piece of official elections mail was sent to them and returned as 
undeliverable - when they vote, they will have to sign an affirmation form that they still live at the 
address they are registered at. 
 
Active with NCOA change (AC) - eligible voters whose addresses were updated due to information 
provided by the Post Office. 
 
Pending (P) – individuals who have registered within the last 30 days and will be eligible once the 30 
days elapses. 
 

 
  

https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-10/17-10-1.htm


 
Rhode Island 

  

How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
Link to HAVA Complaint Process 

Link to Form not Available 
 
 

How do I file a non-HAVA complaint?  
Link to Complaint Process 
 Link to Form not Available 

 
 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
Secretary of State:   Gregg M. Amore  
 
Physical Address:  148 West River St. 

Providence, RI 02904 
 
Mailing Address:   148 West River St. 

Providence, RI 02904 
  
Phone Number:   401-222-2340 
 
Email Address:    elections@sos.ri.gov 
 
Website:    https://www.sos.ri.gov/  
 
 
Attorney General:   Peter F. Neronha 
 
Physical Address:  150 S. Main St. 

Providence, RI 02903 
 
Mailing Address:   150 S. Main St. 

Providence, RI 02903 
 
Phone Number:   (401) 274-4400 
 
Email Address:    ag@riag.ri.gov 
 
Website:    http://www.riag.ri.gov/ 

https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/ELE/REG_9722_20180806202022.pdf
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/ELE/REG_9722_20180806202022.pdf
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/ELE/REG_9722_20180806202022.pdf
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/ELE/REG_9722_20180806202022.pdf
mailto:elections@sos.ri.gov
https://www.sos.ri.gov/
mailto:ag@riag.ri.gov
http://www.riag.ri.gov/

