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State Guide to Voter Registration & Voter List 
Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance. 

The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  

This guide was last updated on 01/13/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Chief Elections Office:   Secretary of State, Elections Division 

Physical Address:  255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 126 

Salem, OR 97310 

 

Mailing Address:  255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 126 

Salem, OR 97310 

 
Phone Number:  503-986-1518 

Fax Number:  503-373-7414 

Online Contact:    elections.sos@sos.oregon.gov 

  

https://sos.oregon.gov/voting-elections/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:elections.sos@sos.oregon.gov


 
 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

 

Qualifications to Register to Vote: 

• A U.S. citizen 
• A resident of Oregon 
• At least 16 years old 

If you are not yet 18 years of age, you will not receive a ballot until an election occurs on or after your 
18th birthday. 

 
Section 2. Qualifications of electors.  
(1) Every citizen of the United States is entitled to vote in all elections not otherwise provided for by this 
Constitution if such citizen: 
      (a) Is 18 years of age or older; 
      (b) Has resided in this state during the six months immediately preceding the election, except that 
provision may be made by law to permit a person who has resided in this state less than 30 days 
immediately preceding the election, but who is otherwise qualified under this subsection, to vote in the 
election for candidates for nomination or election for President or Vice President of the United States or 
elector of President and Vice President of the United States; and 
      (c) Is registered not less than 20 calendar days immediately preceding any election in the manner 
provided by law. 
(2) Provision may be made by law to require that persons who vote upon questions of levying special 
taxes or issuing public bonds shall be taxpayers. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/registration.aspx?lang=en
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx


 
 

How do I cancel my Voter Registration? 
Link to Cancel  

Link to Statutes 

 
247.555 Cancellation of registration.  
(1) A county clerk may cancel the registration of an elector: 
      (a) At the request of the elector; 
      (b) Upon the death of the elector; 
      (c) If the county clerk receives written evidence that the elector has registered to vote in another 
 county in this state or in another state; or 
      (d) If the elector has not responded to a notice described in ORS 247.563 and has not voted or 
 updated a registration during the period beginning on the date the notice is sent and ending on 
 the day after the date of the second regular general election that occurs after the date the 
 notice was sent. 
(2) If the registration of an elector is canceled, the elector, in order to vote in an election, must register 
 as provided in this chapter. 
 
 

How is Voter Maintenance Handled?  

 
247.292 Update of registration of elector changing residence 
(1)A county clerk shall update the registration of an elector in the county upon receiving evidence from: 
(a)The elector indicating a residence or mailing address that is different from the residence or mailing 
address for the elector as contained in the records of the county clerk; 
(b)The United States Postal Service indicating a residence address that is different from the residence 
address for the elector as contained in the records of the county clerk; or 
(c)The Secretary of State as provided in ORS 247.017 (Transfer of voter registration materials to Secretary 
of State from Department of Transportation) or 247.295 (Verification of addresses of electors). 
(2)When a county clerk updates the registration of an elector under subsection (1) of this section, the 
clerk shall send a new voter notification card by nonforwardable mail to the elector as provided in ORS 
247.181 (Voter notification card). The clerk shall include a notice stating that if the residence address or 
mailing address is not correct, the elector must notify the clerk. 
(3)An elector is not disqualified from voting due to any error relating to an update of registration made 
under this section. 
 
247.295 Verification of addresses of electors 
(1)The Secretary of State shall subscribe to a change of address service that is approved or endorsed by 
the United States Postal Service and use the service to verify the accuracy of the addresses of electors 
contained in the centralized voter registration system. 
 

https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/countyofficials.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors247.html
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.555
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.292
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.295


 
247.295 Cont. 
(2)If the secretary determines that the address of an elector is different from the address for the elector 
as contained in the records of the county clerk, the secretary shall provide the information obtained 
under this section to the county clerk of each affected county. Based on information received under this 
section, each county clerk shall update the registration of electors in the county if the clerk determines 
that an update is required. 
 
247.296 Verification of addresses of electors 
(1)The county clerk shall use records of the United States Postal Service relating to ballots issued by mail 
to verify the accuracy of addresses of electors contained in the registration file of the county clerk. 
(2)Based on information obtained under subsection (1) of this section, the county clerk shall 
automatically update the registration of an elector under ORS 247.292 (Update of registration of elector 
changing residence) or mail a notice described in ORS 247.563 (Notice to elector whose registration 
appears invalid). 
(3)The registration of an elector shall not be canceled during the 90-day period prior to any primary or 
general election based on information obtained under this section. 
 
247.555 Cancellation of registration.  
(1) A county clerk may cancel the registration of an elector: 
(a) At the request of the elector; 
(b) Upon the death of the elector; 
(c) If the county clerk receives written evidence that the elector has registered to vote in another  county 
in this state or in another state; or 
(d) If the elector has not responded to a notice described in ORS 247.563 and has not voted or updated a 
registration during the period beginning on the date the notice is sent and ending on the day after the 
date of the second regular general election that occurs after the date the notice was sent. 
(2) If the registration of an elector is canceled, the elector, in order to vote in an election, must register as 
provided in this chapter. 
 
247.563 Notice to elector whose registration appears invalid 
(1)Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section and ORS 247.555 (Cancellation of registration), 
whenever it appears to the county clerk that an elector needs to update the elector’s registration or that 
the elector has changed residence address to another county, the county clerk shall mail a notice to the 
elector. 
(2)The notice shall be sent by forwardable mail and shall include a postage prepaid, preaddressed return 
card on which the elector may state the elector’s current residence and mailing address. The notice shall 
advise the elector that: 
(a)The elector should return the card promptly; 
(b)If the card is not returned by the 21st calendar day immediately preceding an election, the elector may 
be required to complete a new registration card in order to vote in an election; and 
(c)The elector’s registration will be canceled if the elector neither votes nor updates the registration 
before two general elections have been held. 
(3)When the county clerk mails a notice under this section, the registration of the elector shall be 
considered inactive until the elector updates the registration, the registration is canceled or the clerk 
determines that the registration should be considered active. 

https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.295
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.296
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.555
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.563


 
247.563 Cont.  
(4)This section does not apply when the county clerk receives written evidence from the elector or 
another county clerk indicating a change of residence or mailing address or from the United States Postal 
Service indicating a change of residence address and the registration of the elector is automatically 
updated by the county clerk under any provision of this chapter. 
 
247.570 Notice of deaths to Secretary of State and county clerk 
(1)Not later than five business days after receiving a report of death under ORS 432.133 (Mandatory 
submission and registration of reports of death), a county registrar designated under ORS 432.035 
(County registrars) shall furnish to the county clerk of that county the name, age, date of birth and 
residence address of the person for whom the registrar has received the report of death. If the person 
was registered to vote in the county, the county clerk immediately shall cancel the registration of the 
person. 
(2)Not later than five business days after receiving information from the county registrar under 
subsection (1) of this section, the county clerk shall furnish the information to the Secretary of State. The 
Secretary of State shall furnish a copy of the appropriate names received under this subsection to each 
county clerk. Each county clerk immediately shall cancel the registrations of those persons. 
(3)The Oregon Health Authority, during the last week of each month, shall furnish to the Secretary of 
State a list of the name, age, date of birth, county of residence and residence address of each resident of 
this state who has died during the preceding month and for whom a report of death was not submitted to 
a county registrar. The Secretary of State shall furnish a copy of the appropriate names to each county 
clerk. Each county clerk immediately shall cancel registrations of those persons. 
 
247.195 Inquiry into validity of registration 
(1) The county clerk, at any time, may inquire into the validity of the registration of any elector. The 
county clerk shall mail a written statement to the elector that describes the nature of the inquiry and 
provides a suitable form for reply. 
(2) Not later than the 20th day after the date of mailing of the statement, the elector, in writing, may 
state that the information on the registration card is correct or may request a change in the information 
on the card. Upon receipt of the statement or request, the county clerk shall determine whether the 
information satisfies the inquiry. If the county clerk determines that the inquiry has not been satisfied, 
the county clerk shall schedule a hearing and shall notify the elector of the place and time of the hearing. 
The hearing shall be held not sooner than the second nor later than the 20th day after notice is given. At 
the hearing, the elector may present evidence of qualification. If the county clerk, upon the conclusion of 
the hearing, determines that the elector’s registration is not valid, the county clerk shall cancel the 
registration. 
 

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  

https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.563
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.570
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_247.195
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra


 
 

List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 
Link to Statutes 

Active - You are registered and will receive a ballot. 
 
Inactive - You will not receive a ballot. Your status can become inactive for several reasons: a ballot was 
returned as undeliverable, a person does not vote or update their registration for 10 years, they are 
incarcerated, or their county receives evidence that information on your registration may have 
changed. You can update or correct an inactive status by registering to vote. 
 
Canceled - You will not receive a ballot. A registered voter can be cancelled if they die, register to vote 
in another state, request to be removed from the voter rolls, or if the county clerk determines their 
registration is not valid. You can fix an inactive or cancelled registration by registering to vote. 
 
Challenged ballot - This usually means there was a problem with the signature on your ballot envelope. 
If that’s the case, you’ll receive a letter with information on how to fix the issue. You can contact your 
county clerk to resolve a challenged ballot issue. 
 

 

  

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors247.html


 
Oregon 

  

How do I file a HAHA complaint? 
Link to HAVA Complaint Process 

Link to Form 
 
 

How do I file a non-HAVA complaint?  
Link to Complaint Process 

Link to Webform 
 

 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
Secretary of State:   Shemia Fagan 
 
Physical Address:  255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 126 

Salem, OR 97310 
 
Mailing Address:   255 Capitol St. NE, Suite 126 

Salem, OR 97310 
  
Phone Number:   503-986-1518 
 
Email Address:    elections.sos@sos.oregon.gov 
 
Website:    https://sos.oregon.gov/voting-elections/Pages/default.aspx  
 
 
Attorney General:   Ellen F. Rosenblum 
 
Physical Address:  1162 Court St. NE 

Salem, OR 97301 
 
Mailing Address:   1162 Court St. NE 

Salem, OR 97301 
 
Phone Number:   503-378-6002 
 
Email Address:    AttorneyGeneral@doj.state.or.us 
 
Website:    http://www.doj.state.or.us/ 

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=24092
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=24092
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL820.pdf
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/SEL820.pdf
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/election-law-violation.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/election-law-violation.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/election-law-violation.aspx
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/election-law-violation.aspx
mailto:elections.sos@sos.oregon.gov
https://sos.oregon.gov/voting-elections/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:AttorneyGeneral@doj.state.or.us
http://www.doj.state.or.us/

