
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Mexico  



 

 

State Guide to Voter Registration & Voter List 
Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance. 

The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  

This guide was last updated on 03/20/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Chief Elections Office:  Maggie Toulouse Oliver, Secretary of State 
 
Physical Address:  325 Don Gaspar, Suite 300  

Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Mailing Address:  325 Don Gaspar, Suite 300  

Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Phone Number:   505-827-3600 (option 2) 
 
Fax Number:    505-827-8403 
 
Online Contact:    Sos.elections@state.nm.us 

 

 

  

https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/
mailto:Sos.elections@state.nm.us


 
 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

 

1-1-4. Qualified elector 

In order to register and vote in New Mexico, an applicant must be: 

• A resident of New Mexico 
• A citizen of the United States 
• An individual who has not been denied the right to vote by a court of law due to reason of mental 

incapacity 
• 18 years or older at the time of the next election 
• If a person has been convicted of a felony, they must have completed all of the terms and 

conditions of parole or supervised probation, or have had the conviction overturned on appeal 

 

How do I cancel my Voter Registration? 
Link to Cancel  

Link to Statutes 
 

1-4-30. Cancellation of registration; voter's request. 
A.  The county clerk shall cancel a certificate of registration upon the request of a voter only for the 
following reasons: 
(1)   when the voter changes the voter's registered residence address to another county within the state; 
(2)   when the voter moves to another state; and 
(3)   upon the written request of the voter. 
B.  A written request by a voter to cancel the voter's registration shall be in writing and subscribed before 
a registration officer or a person authorized to administer oaths or on a form prescribed by the secretary 
of state. 
C.  The voter's certificate of registration shall be deemed canceled upon receipt by the county clerk of the 
request when the request is for the reasons specified in Subsection A of this section. 

 

 
  

https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information-portal/voter-registration-information/
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/NM-Election-Handbook-SOS.pdf
https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-1-4.html
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information-portal/voter-cancellation-request-form/
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/NM-Election-Handbook-SOS.pdf
https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-30.html


 
How is Voter List Maintenance Handled? 

1-4-8. Duties of county clerk; acceptance of registration; close of registration; late registration. 
For qualified electors seeking to register to vote or update an existing voter registration in the state, the 
following provisions shall apply: 
A. to participate in an election, the deadline to register to vote or update an existing voter registration is 
twenty-eight days prior to that election; 
B. the county clerk shall receive certificates of registration at all times during normal working hours, 
except that the clerk shall not process any certificate of registration subscribed and sworn beginning the 
first business day after the deadline to register to vote or update an existing voter registration before an 
election if the residential address on the certificate of registration indicates that the registration is for a: 
(1) statewide election, within the county; or 
(2) special election, within any precinct in the county in which votes may be cast in the special election; 
C. between the deadline to register to vote or update an existing voter registration through the day of the 
election, the county clerk shall process all: 
(1) new voter registrations that meet the requirements of this section; 
(2) updates to existing voter registrations in this state that meet the requirements of this section; 
provided that an update to an existing registration in this state shall not be processed if the voter has 
requested or been sent a ballot in the election, unless the voter executes an affidavit stating that the 
voter has not and will not vote the ballot that was issued and the ballot register does not show that a 
ballot from the voter has been cast in the election; and 
(3) pending cancellations of existing voter registrations in this state through the day of the election; 
provided that a cancellation of an existing voter registration shall not be processed if the voter has 
requested or been sent a ballot in the election; 
D. certificates of registration and cancellations of existing voter registrations not processed pursuant to 
Subsection B or C of this section shall be processed beginning thirty-five days after an election, at which 
time a voter information document shall be mailed to the registrant at the address shown on the 
certificate of registration; provided that if there is a subsequent election scheduled at which a qualified 
elector or voter would be eligible to vote if the certificate of registration were processed on an earlier 
date, the certificate of registration for that qualified elector or voter shall be processed by the county 
clerk on a day and in a manner to ensure the ability of the qualified elector or voter to vote in the 
subsequent election; 
E. when the deadline to register to vote or update an existing voter registration prior to an election 
referred to in this section is a Saturday, Sunday or state holiday, registration certificates shall be accepted 
through the next succeeding business day for the office of the county clerk; and 
F. the county clerk shall accept for filing and process any certificate of registration that is subscribed and 
dated on or before the deadline to register to vote or update an existing voter registration prior to an 
election and: 
(1) received by the county clerk by the end of the last regular business day of the week for the office of 
the county clerk immediately following the deadline to register to vote or update an existing voter 
registration prior to an election; 
(2) mailed and postmarked on or before the day of the deadline to register to vote or update an existing 
voter registration prior to any election referred to in this section; or 
(3) accepted at a state agency designated pursuant to Section 1-4-5.2 NMSA 1978. 

https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-8.html


 
 

1-4-22. Cancellation of registration;  petition to district court 
A. At any time not less than one hundred twenty days prior to and following a statewide election, the 
secretary of state may file and present to the district court a verified petition alleging, on information and 
belief, that certain persons registered, named in the petition, are not qualified electors in the precincts 
named in the petition.  The petition shall contain a brief statement of the facts upon which such 
allegation is made. 
B. Upon filing and presentation of the petition, the court shall by order fix a day for hearing thereon, 
which date shall be not less than fourteen days nor more than twenty-one days after such order.  The 
court shall direct the county clerk to use the address on the certificates of registration to forthwith notify 
the persons named in the petition whose registration is sought to be canceled of the date and purpose of 
the hearing and that each person should contact the county clerk no later than the close of business the 
day before the hearing or be present at the hearing if the person desires to oppose the cancellation. 
C. If, after hearing, the court finds that the registration of any of the persons named in the petition 
should be canceled, it shall by order direct the county clerk to cancel the registrations. 
D. Within thirty days following a hearing held pursuant to this section, the secretary of state shall report 
the results of the hearing to the United States election assistance commission and to the voting section of 
the civil rights division of the United States department of justice.  The report required by this subsection 
shall be posted on the secretary of state's website for one year following the hearing. 
 
1-4-25. Cancellation of registration;  determination of death 
A. For purposes of cancellation of registration, the death of a voter shall be ascertained by obituary 
notices or probate records or by comparison of registration records with monthly certified lists of 
deceased residents filed with the secretary of state. 
B. The state registrar of vital statistics shall file monthly with the secretary of state certified lists of 
deceased residents over the age of eighteen years, sorted by county, regardless of the place of death. 
C. The monthly certified list of deceased residents shall show the: 
(1) name; 
(2) age; 
(3) sex; 
(4) marital status; 
(5) birth place; 
(6) birth date; 
(7) social security number, if any; 
(8) address;  and 
(9) place and date of death of the deceased resident. 
D. The secretary of state shall, upon receipt of the monthly certified list of deceased residents, forward 
each county's list to the county clerk. 
E. The county clerk shall, upon receipt of the monthly certified list of deceased residents, cancel any 
deceased resident's certificate of registration. 
F. Upon receipt of a notarized document from the president or governor of an Indian nation, tribe or 
pueblo or from a tribal enrollment clerk indicating that a tribal member is deceased, the county clerk shall 
cancel the certification of registration of that deceased tribal member. 
 

https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-22.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-25.html


 
1-4-27.1. Cancellation of registration following conviction;  eligibility for voting upon satisfaction of 
conditions 
A. When a voter has been convicted of a felony in any state or federal court, the voter's registration 
shall be canceled. 
B. A person convicted of a felony who is otherwise a qualified elector is eligible to register to vote when 
that person: 
(1) has been unconditionally discharged from a correctional facility or detention center; 
(2) has completed all conditions of parole or supervised probation;  or 
(3) has had the conviction overturned on appeal. 
C. The secretary of state shall each month maintain current in the statewide voter registration 
electronic management system the eligibility status of persons convicted of felonies to register to vote 
pursuant to this section. 
D. The corrections department, the New Mexico sentencing commission and the administrative office of 
the courts shall deliver to the secretary of state information and data as needed to carry out the 
provisions of this section. 
E. The secretary of state shall request from the United States attorney for the district of New Mexico, in 
conformance with 42 U.S.C. Section 1973gg-6(g),   1 information and data as needed to carry out the 
provisions of this section. 

 

1-4-28. Cancellation of registration;  change of residence;  notice 
A. The secretary of state, county clerks and boards of registration, in compliance with the federal 
National Voter Registration Act of 1993,  1 shall remove from the official list of eligible voters the names 
of voters who are ineligible to vote due to change of residence. 
B. The secretary of state shall conduct a general program that identifies voters who may no longer 
reside at their address of registration.  This program shall use information supplied by the United States 
postal service national change of address service.  This program may also include, among other practices, 
identification of voters whose official election-related mail is returned and periodic mailings to voters to 
verify continued residency at their address of registration, provided such practices are uniform, 
nondiscriminatory and in compliance with the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
C. Between ninety and one hundred twenty days before the next general election, the secretary of state 
shall send to each voter who it appears has changed address from the voter's precinct of registration a 
notice, sent by forwardable mail, that shall include a postage prepaid and pre-addressed return card.  
The notice shall state that: 
(1) if the voter did not change residency, the voter should return the card no later than twenty-eight 
days before the next general election; 
(2) if the voter does not return the card, the voter may be provided an opportunity to update the voter's 
registration address before the voter casts a ballot in any election during the period beginning on the 
date of the notice and ending on the day after the second general election that occurs after the date of 
the notice; 
(3) if the voter does not vote in any election during the period beginning on the date of that notice and 
ending on the day after the second general election that occurs after the date of the notice, the voter's 
registration may be canceled;  and 
 
 

https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-27-1.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-27-1.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-28.html


 
1-4-28. Cont. 
(4) if the voter has changed residence within the same county, the voter should complete the place on 
the return card for the voter to indicate the address of the new residence and a request to have the 
voter's registration moved to that address in the same county. 
D. If the voter returned the card indicating a new address and the address is: 
(1) in the same county, the county clerk shall correct the official list of eligible voters in accordance with 
the change of residence information obtained on the return card;  or 
(2) in another county, the county clerk shall forward the return card to the appropriate county clerk, who 
shall process the change of residence as a new registration in the county. 
E. No later than the fifteenth day of March following a general election, the board of registration shall 
review the list of eligible voters.  The board of registration shall direct the county clerk to cancel the 
registration of any voter who has been sent notice in conformance with this section and who: 
(1) has failed to respond to the notice sent in conformance with this section and has not voted or 
appeared to vote in any election during the period beginning on the date of the notice and ending on the 
day after the second general election that occurs after the date of the notice;  or 
(2) has confirmed in writing that the voter has changed residence to a place outside the state. 
 
 
The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  
 

 

List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 
Link to Statutes 

Active  – A qualified elector. 

Inactive  – means an individual who failed to respond to confirmation notices and whose name was placed 
on the inactive list. 

  

https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-1-elections/nm-st-sect-1-4-28.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/NM-Election-Handbook-SOS.pdf


 
New Mexico 

  

How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
Link to HAVA Complaint Process 

Link to Form 
 
 

How do I file a non-HAVA complaint?  
Link to Complaint Process 

Link to Form 
 

 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
Secretary of State:   Maggie Toulouse Oliver 
 
Physical Address:  325 Don Gaspar, Suite 300  

Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Mailing Address:   325 Don Gaspar, Suite 300  

Santa Fe, NM 87501 
  
Phone Number:   505-827-3600 (option 2) 
 
Email Address:    Sos.elections@state.nm.us 
 
Website:    https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/  
 
 
Attorney General:   Raul Torrez 
 
Physical Address:  408 Galisteo Street 

Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
Mailing Address:   P.O. Drawer 1508  

Santa Fe, NM 87504-1508 
 
Phone Number:   (505) 490-4060 
 
Email Address:    N/A 
 
Website:    https://www.nmag.gov/ 

https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information-portal/election-ethics-and-voter-complaints/
https://api.realfile.rtsclients.com/PublicFiles/ee3072ab0d43456cb15a51f7d82c77a2/3bb40215-9fc9-4b50-a74a-b1fb9414c382/HAVA%20Complaint%20Form%20fillable%203-7-2023.pdf
https://api.realfile.rtsclients.com/PublicFiles/ee3072ab0d43456cb15a51f7d82c77a2/3bb40215-9fc9-4b50-a74a-b1fb9414c382/HAVA%20Complaint%20Form%20fillable%203-7-2023.pdf
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information-portal/election-ethics-and-voter-complaints/
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/voter-information-portal/election-ethics-and-voter-complaints/
https://api.realfile.rtsclients.com/PublicFiles/ee3072ab0d43456cb15a51f7d82c77a2/3bb40215-9fc9-4b50-a74a-b1fb9414c382/HAVA%20Complaint%20Form%20fillable%203-7-2023.pdf
https://api.realfile.rtsclients.com/PublicFiles/ee3072ab0d43456cb15a51f7d82c77a2/3bb40215-9fc9-4b50-a74a-b1fb9414c382/HAVA%20Complaint%20Form%20fillable%203-7-2023.pdf
mailto:Sos.elections@state.nm.us
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/voting-and-elections/
https://www.nmag.gov/

