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State Guide to Voter Registration & Voter List 
Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance. 

The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  

This guide was last updated on 03/20/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Chief Elections Office:   Tahesha Way, Secretary of State 
 
Physical Address:  20 West State Street, 4th Floor 

Trenton, NJ 08608 
 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 304 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0304 
 
Phone Number:   609-292-3760 
 
Fax Number:    609-777-1280 
 
Online Contact:    Feedback@sos.nj.gov  
 

 

  

https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/index.shtml
mailto:Feedback@sos.nj.gov


 
 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

 

Article II, paragraph 3, of the Constitution of the State of New Jersey 

To register in New Jersey, you must be: 

• A United States citizen 
• At least 17 years old, though you may not vote until you have reached the age of 18 
• A resident of the county for 30 days before the election 
• A person not serving a sentence of incarceration as the result of a conviction of any indictable 

offense under the laws of this or another state or of the United States. 

You are not eligible to register to vote if: 

You are serving a sentence of Incarceration as a result of a conviction of an indictable offense under the 
laws of this or another state or of the United States. 

 

 

How do I cancel my Voter Registration? 
Link to Statutes 

 
19:31-15 Removal of name from Statewide voter registration system; change of residence; confirmation. 
Upon receipt by the commissioner of registration of a county from a registered voter of that county of a 
request that the name of the registrant be removed from the Statewide voter registration system, the 
commissioner shall so remove the registrant's name. Notice by a registered voter to the commissioner of 
registration of a county that the registrant has ceased to reside in the State shall, for the purposes of this 
subsection, be deemed a request for removal of the registrant's name from the Statewide voter 
registration system. 

 

  

https://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/voter-registration.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-01-09.shtml
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/constitution
https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-01-09.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-31-39.shtml


 
 

How is Voter List Maintenance Handled? 

19:31-15: Removal of name from Statewide voter registration system; change of residence; confirmation. 
a. Upon receipt by the commissioner of registration of a county from a registered voter of that county of 
a request that the name of the registrant be removed from the Statewide voter registration system, the 
commissioner shall so remove the registrant's name. Notice by a registered voter to the commissioner of 
registration of a county that the registrant has ceased to reside in the State shall, for the purposes of this 
subsection, be deemed a request for removal of the registrant's name from the Statewide voter 
registration system. 
b. The commissioner of registration of any county may agree with the United States Postal Service or its 
licensee to receive information provided by the Postal Service concerning the change by any Postal 
Service customer of that customer's address within the county. If it appears from information so received 
that a Postal Service customer registered to vote in the county has moved to a different address, then (1) 
if that address is within the county, the commissioner shall cause the registration records of the registrant 
to be corrected accordingly and shall transmit to the resident by forwardable mail a notice of the change 
and a postage prepaid, pre-addressed return form by which the registrant may verify or correct the 
address information, or (2) if that address is not within the county, the commissioner shall undertake the 
confirmation notice procedure prescribed under subsection d. of this section to confirm the change of 
address. 
c. The commissioner of registration of a county shall cause the name of a registrant to be removed from 
the Statewide voter registration system if the registrant (1) confirms in writing, by return of a 
confirmation notice as prescribed under subsection d. of this section or by other means, that the 
registrant has changed residence to a place outside the State, or (2) has either not notified the 
commissioner or failed to respond to a confirmation notice as so prescribed and has not, in any election 
during the period beginning on the date on which the commissioner sends the confirmation notice to the 
registrant and ending on the day after the second general election for federal office following that date 
on which the notice is sent, (a) voted, or (b) appeared to vote in any county and, if necessary, correct the 
official record of the registrant's address. 
Other than as provided under subsection a. of this section, the name of a registrant shall not be removed 
from the Statewide voter registration system on the ground that the registrant has changed residence 
except as provided by this subsection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-31-39.shtml


 
 
19:31-15 Cont.  
d. A confirmation notice sent to ascertain whether a registrant continues to reside at the address from 
which that registrant is registered to vote shall be a postage prepaid and pre-addressed return card, sent 
by forwardable mail, which shall include: (1) space on which the registrant's current address may be 
entered; (2) the statement "To any voter who continues to reside at the residence address to which this 
notice is addressed or who no longer resides at that residence address but continues to reside 
in.................. (name of county): please mail or personally deliver this postage prepaid card to the 
commissioner of registration to whom it is addressed not later than................. (calendar date of the 21st 
day preceding the next election to be held in the county). If you do not return this card by that date, then 
at any election held subsequent to that date and on or before................. (calendar date of the day after 
the second general election for federal office following that date), you may be required at the polls to 
affirm or confirm your address before you are permitted to vote, and if you do not vote in an election 
during that period, your name will be removed from the registry of eligible voters."; and (3) a statement, 
the text of which shall be prescribed by the Attorney General, setting forth the means by which a 
registrant who has changed residence to a county different from that in which is located the residence to 
which the notice was originally addressed may retain the right to vote. e. The commissioner of 
registration shall correct the registry list of eligible voters in accordance with change of residence 
information obtained in conformity with the provisions of this section. 
 

19:31-16: Data on eligible voters' deaths filed by health officer. 
a. The health officer or other officer in charge of records of death in each municipality shall file with the 
commissioner of registration for the county in which the municipality is located once each month, during 
the first five days thereof, the age, date of death, and the names and addresses of all persons 18 years of 
age or older who have died within such municipality during the previous month. Within 30 days after the 
receipt of such list, the commissioner shall make and complete such investigation as is necessary to 
establish to his satisfaction that such deceased person is registered as a voter in the county. If such fact is 
so established, the commissioner shall cause the registration and record of voting forms of the deceased 
registrant to be transferred to the death file as soon as possible. If the deceased person was not so 
registered in the county, but the person maintained a residence in another county of this State, the 
officer in charge of records of death in the municipality in which the decedent died shall forward a copy 
of the notice of death to the officer in charge of records of death in the municipality in which the 
decedent resided. That officer having received the notice shall notify the commissioner of the county in 
which that municipality is located of the death of the person. Any commissioner who receives such 
notification shall undertake the procedures prescribed herein with respect to the registration in that 
county of the decedent. 
b. The State registrar of vital statistics shall file with the commissioner of registration of each county no 
later than May 1 of each year an alphabetized list of the name, address, and date of birth, if available, of 
each resident of the county 18 years of age or older who died during the previous year. Within 30 days 
after the receipt of the list the commissioner shall undertake and complete such investigation as is 
necessary to establish that each person on the list is not registered as a voter in the county. The 
commissioner shall cause the registration and record of voting forms of any deceased registrant found on 
the list to be transferred to the death file as soon as possible. 
 

 

https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-31-39.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-31-39.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-31-39.shtml


 
19:33-1: Procedure for removing names from register. 
A judge of the Superior Court shall order stricken from the Statewide voter registration system and any 
other register the name of any person who shall be shown to his satisfaction not to be entitled to vote at 
any election in the election district wherein he is registered, and the commissioner shall, upon such 
order, cause the name of such person to be stricken from the system and from the register. 
Such judge shall hear an application to strike off in a summary manner at the time and day specified in 
the notice hereafter provided; but no name shall be stricken or ordered stricken from any such system 
and register in the absence of the person to be affected thereby, unless it shall appear to the judge by 
affidavit of the commissioner of registration or his deputy or assistant that notice by mail has been given 
such person, either personally or by leaving the same at his registered place of residence, or present 
actual residence, if known to the commissioner, at least five entire days before the day and time of 
hearing before such judge, that at such hearing application would be made to have the name of such 
registered person stricken from the system and register, and of the grounds on which such application 
would be based. Such judge shall not order any name stricken subsequent to the sixth Tuesday preceding 
any election. The commissioner shall notify the judge, five days before the day and time specified, when 
the application will be made, and the judge shall hear the application at the time and day specified in the 
notice. 
In addition to the notice by mail, the commissioner shall also publish in one or more newspapers within 
the county at least five entire days before the day and time of hearing before such judge, the names and 
registered addresses of such persons as shall be affected by this proceeding, giving notice through such 
publication of the time and place where the application is to be made for the removal of said names from 
the system and registry lists. 
The judge shall cause a full record of the proceedings of such application, including the appearances and 
a statement of his findings of fact and law and of the order made pursuant thereto, to be taken 
stenographically, transcribed and filed in the office of the county clerk, which record shall be public. All 
costs and expenses of such proceedings shall be paid by the county. The commissioner of registration, 
after the hearing before the judge, shall amend the record for the person in the Statewide voter 
registration system and transfer to the inactive file the permanent registration and record of voting forms 
of such persons as the judge shall have ordered stricken from the system and signature copy register 
pursuant to this section. 
The registrant shall be immediately notified by the commissioner by mail of any removal from the system 
or transfer made pursuant to this section. In counties other than counties of the first class this notice by 
mail shall be sent in addition to the notice by publication. 
 

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 
Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  
 

 

https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-31-39.shtml
https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra


 
 

List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 
Link to Statutes 

Active – Every citizen of the United States, of the age of 18 years, who shall have been a resident of this 
State and of the county in which he claims his vote 30 days, next before the election, shall be entitled to 
vote for all officers that now are or hereafter may be elective by the people, and upon all questions which 
may be submitted to a vote of the people 

Inactive – When a person appears to register in any county of this State, and in answer to the statement 
on the registration forms, to wit:  “Municipality, house number and street address from which last 
registered,” such person gives information as to previous registration in another county of this State, the 
commissioner of registration of the county in which such person newly registers shall forthwith notify the 
commissioner of registration of the county in which such person was last registered, by postal card signed 
by the registrant, of the new registration, upon receipt of which information they said commissioner shall 
transfer the registration forms of such person to the inactive file without any publication thereof being 
required. 

Canceled - Upon receipt by the commissioner of registration of a county from a registered voter of that 
county of a request that the name of the registrant be removed from the Statewide voter registration 
system, the commissioner shall so remove the registrant's name. Notice by a registered voter to the 
commissioner of registration of a county that the registrant has ceased to reside in the State shall, for the 
purposes of this subsection, be deemed a request for removal of the registrant's name from the Statewide 
voter registration system. 

 

  

https://nj.gov/state/dos-statutes-elections-19-01-09.shtml


 
 

New Jersey 

  

How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
Link to HAVA Complaint Process 

Link to Form not Available 
 
 
 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
Secretary of State:   Tahesha Way 
 
Physical Address:  20 West State Street, 4th Floor  

Trenton, NJ 08608 
 
Mailing Address:   P.O. Box 304 

Trenton, NJ 08625-0304 
  
Phone Number:   609-292-3760 
 
Email Address:    Feedback@sos.nj.gov 
 
Website:    https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/index.shtml  
 
 
Attorney General:   Matthew J. Platkin 
 
Physical Address:  25 Market Street  

Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Mailing Address:   P.O. Box 080 

Trenton, NJ 08625 
 
Phone Number:   (609) 984-5828 
 
Email Address:    https://www.njoag.gov/contact 
 
Website:    https://www.njoag.gov/ 

 

https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/election-information-nvra.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/election-information-nvra.shtml
mailto:Feedback@sos.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/index.shtml
https://www.njoag.gov/contact/office-of-constituent-services/
https://www.njoag.gov/

