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State Guide to Voter Registration & Voter List 
Maintenance Statutes 

 

This is a guide to your state’s laws relating to voter registration and voter list maintenance.  
 
The statutes/codes cited in this guide may not be the most recent version. States may have more current 
or accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or 
adequacy of the information contained in the individual state guides or the information linked to on the 
state site.  
 
This guide was last updated on 03/20/2023.  
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Who can I contact with election related questions? 
Link to Elections Official 

 

Chief Elections Office:   Jena Griswold, Secretary of State 
Elections & Voting 

 
Physical Address:  1700 Broadway 

Suite 550 
Denver, CO 80290 

 
Mailing Address:  1700 Broadway, Suite 550 

Denver, CO 80290 
 
 
Phone Number    303-894-2200 
 
Fax Number:   303-869-4861 
 
Online Contact:   elections@coloradosos.gov 
 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.coloradosos.gov/pubs/elections/main.html
https://www.coloradosos.gov/pubs/elections/main.html
mailto:elections@coloradosos.gov


 
 

 

How do I register to vote? 
Link to Register  
Link to Statutes 

§ 1-2-101 - Qualifications for registration - preregistration 

You are eligible to register to vote if you:  

• Are a United States citizen  

• Are 16 years old, but you must be at least 18 to vote in an election  

• Are a Colorado resident for at least 22 days immediately before the election you intend to vote in  

• Are not currently serving a term of imprisonment for a felony conviction 

 

How do I cancel my Voter Registration? 
Link to Cancel  

Link to Statutes 

C.R.S. § 1-2-601 - Withdrawal of registration 

At any time that registration is permitted in the county clerk and recorder's office, any person who 
desires to withdraw or cancel his or her own registration may do so by filing with the county clerk and 
recorder a self-affirmation of withdrawal of registration, and the self-affirmation shall be used as the 
record of evidence to cancel the elector's registration record. 

 

How is Voter List Maintenance Handled? 

Section 1-2-601 - Withdrawal of registration 

At any time that registration is permitted in the county clerk and recorder's office, any person who 
desires to withdraw or cancel his or her own registration may do so by filing with the county clerk and 
recorder a self-affirmation of withdrawal of registration, and the self-affirmation shall be used as the 
record of evidence to cancel the elector's registration record. 

C.R.S. § 1-2-601 

L. 97: Entire part added with relocations, p. 465, § 1, effective July 1. 

This section is similar to former § 1-2-214 as it existed prior to 1997. 

  

https://www.sos.state.co.us/voter/pages/pub/home.xhtml?ref=voteusa_en
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article2.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/voter/pages/pub/home.xhtml?ref=voteusa_en
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article2.html


 
 

Section 1-2-602 - Deceased electors 

(1) As soon as is practicable after the end of each month, the state registrar of vital statistics shall furnish 
the secretary of state with a report of all persons eighteen years of age or older who have died during the 
previous month. To the extent possible, persons on the report shall be identified by name, county of 
residence, date of birth, and social security number. 

(2) The secretary of state shall forward to each county clerk and recorder monthly the information 
received from the state registrar of vital statistics concerning persons registered to vote in the county 
who have died. 

(3) The county clerk and recorder shall cancel the registration of any elector who is deceased and of 
whose death the county clerk and recorder has received notice pursuant to subsection (2) of this section. 

(3.5) The secretary of state may by electronic means cancel the registration of any elector who is 
deceased and of whose death the secretary has received notice pursuant to subsection (1) of this section. 

(4) The county clerk and recorder shall cancel the registration of any elector who is deceased when the 
county clerk and recorder receives written notice of the fact. The written notice shall be signed by a 
family member of the deceased. If the county clerk and recorder has sufficient proof that an elector is 
deceased, cancellation may be made without such written notice. 

C.R.S. § 1-2-602 

 

L. 97: Entire part added with relocations, p. 465, § 1, effective July 1. L. 2003: (3.5) added, p. 2077, § 13, 
effective May 22. 

This section is similar to former §§ 1-2-302 (4) and (7) and 1-2-226 (1) and (2) as they existed prior to 
1997. 

Section 1-2-603 - Notification that elector has moved and registered in different county 

(1) If the elector registers to vote in another county, the county clerk and recorder of the elector's new 
county of residence shall transfer the elector's registration record from the old county in accordance with 
the following requirements: 

(a) If the elector provides a name, date of birth, and prior address and the county clerk and recorder can 
match the name, date of birth, and prior address to the elector's prior registration record, the elector's 
registration record shall be transferred from the old county. 

(b) If the elector provides a name and date of birth but does not provide a prior address, the elector's 
registration record shall be transferred from the old county only if: 

(I) The elector provides a driver's license or identification card number, and the county clerk and recorder 
of the new county of residence can match the name, date of birth, and driver's license or identification 
card number to the elector's prior registration record; or 



 
Section 1-2-603 Cont. 

(II) The elector provides a social security number, and the county clerk and recorder of the new county of 
residence can match the name, date of birth, and social security number to the elector's prior registration 
record. 

(c) If the elector does not provide a prior address, driver's license number, or social security number, the 
registration record shall not be transferred from the old county unless the elector submits additional 
information that complies with the requirements of this subsection (1). The county clerk and recorder of 
the county of prior residence may send notice to the elector by forwardable mail to the elector's address 
of record. Any such notice shall have a returnable portion that has the return postage prepaid and is 
preaddressed to the sending county clerk and recorder, and shall include an area for the elector to 
indicate if the elector has moved to another county and wishes to have his or her registration record 
transferred from the old county. 

(2) If a county clerk and recorder receives a notice from the secretary of state or from an election official 
in another state that the elector has registered to vote in another state, the county clerk and recorder of 
the county of prior residence shall cancel the registration record if the name and birth date or the name 
and social security number of the elector match. 

C.R.S. § 1-2-603 

 

L. 97: Entire part added with relocations, p. 466, § 1, effective July 1. L. 2009: (1) amended, (HB 09-1018), 
ch. 158, p. 683, §5, effective August 5. L. 2010: (2) amended, (HB 10-1116), ch. 194, p. 832, §7, effective 
May 5. 

This section is similar to former § 1-2-303 (2) and (3) as it existed prior to 1997. 

 

Section 1-2-604 - Cancellation of electors with multiple registrations 

(1) Based upon an examination of the secretary of state's master lists of registered electors, each county 
clerk and recorder shall generate a list containing the name of each elector who is registered in more 
than one precinct in the state and shall cancel from the county's master lists of registered electors the 
name of the elector wherever it appears, except where it corresponds to the elector's most recent date 
of registration. 

(2) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2009, (HB 09-1018), ch. 684, p. 684, § 6, effective August 5, 2009.) 

(3) 

(a) The county clerk and recorder may not cancel the registration record pursuant to subsection (1) of this 
section unless there is a match in the county's registration records and the statewide voter registration 
database with respect to, at a minimum, the following types of identifying information: 

(I) The elector's name, date of birth, and prior residence; or 

(II) The elector's name, date of birth, and driver's license number or social security number. 



 
 

Section 1-2-604 Cont.  

(b) If the county clerk and recorder is not able to cancel the registration record pursuant to paragraph (a) 
of this subsection (3), the county clerk and recorder shall send a notice to the elector whose record the 
clerk and recorder intends to cancel. The notice shall be sent to that elector's address of record, shall 
have a returnable portion that has the return postage prepaid and that is preaddressed to the sending 
county clerk and recorder, and shall include an area for the elector to indicate if the elector has moved to 
another county and wishes to have his or her registration record transferred from the old county. 

C.R.S. § 1-2-604 

L. 97: Entire part added with relocations, p. 466, § 1, effective July 1. L. 2009: Entire section amended, 
(HB 09-1018), ch. 158, p. 684, §6, effective August 5. 

This section is similar to former §§ 1-2-302 (5)(b) and 1-2-304 (1) as they existed prior to 1997 

Section 1-2-605 - Canceling registration - procedures 

(1) 

(a) Correspondence by mail from the county clerk and recorder to a registered elector of a county must 
include, at a minimum, the elector's name and address. 

(b) 

(I) Except as provided in subparagraph (II) of this paragraph (b), if correspondence described in paragraph 
(a) of this subsection (1) is returned by the United States postal service as undeliverable, the county clerk 
and recorder shall mark the elector's registration record "Inactive" and mail the elector a confirmation 
card. 

(II) If correspondence described in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) is returned by the United States 
postal service as undeliverable and the elector's registration record is already marked "Inactive", the 
county clerk and recorder shall not modify the record and may not mail the elector a confirmation card. 

(c) If an elector's confirmation card is not returned to the county clerk and recorder as undeliverable, the 
county clerk and recorder shall not change the elector's registration record. 

(2) Repealed. 

(3) Any registered elector whose registration record is marked "Inactive" is eligible to vote in any election 
where registration is required if the elector meets all other requirements. 

(4) A county clerk and recorder shall mark an "Inactive" elector's registration record as "Active" if: 

(a) The elector updates his or her registration information; or 

(b) The elector votes in an election conducted by a county clerk and recorder or an election for which the 
registration information has been provided to the clerk and recorder; or  

(c) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2013.) 



 
(d) The elector completes, signs, and returns a confirmation card or change of address card. 

Section 1-2-605 Cont. 

(5) If an active elector's mail ballot is returned to the county clerk and recorder by the United States 
postal service as undeliverable, the county clerk and recorder shall mark the elector's registration record 
"Inactive" and send to the elector a confirmation card by which the elector may verify or correct the 
address information. If the elector verifies that he or she has moved within the state, the county clerk and 
recorder shall forward the address information to the county clerk and recorder of the county in which 
the voter resides to update the elector's registration record with the new address. If the elector verifies 
that he or she has moved outside the state, the county clerk and recorder shall cancel the elector's 
registration record. If the elector fails to respond, the county clerk and recorder shall leave the 
registration record of that elector marked "Inactive". 

(6) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2013.) 

(7) If an elector whose registration record is marked "Inactive" fails to update his or her registration 
record, fails to respond to any confirmation card, and fails to vote in any election conducted by the 
county clerk and recorder during the time period that includes two consecutive general elections since 
the elector's registration record was marked "Inactive", the county clerk and recorder shall cancel the 
elector's registration record. Nothing in this section allows an elector's registration record to be canceled 
solely for failure to vote. 

(8) No later than ninety days following any general election, the county clerk and recorder shall furnish to 
the county chairperson of each major political party a list containing the names, addresses, precinct 
numbers, and party affiliations of the electors whose registration records were canceled pursuant to this 
section. 

(9) to (11) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2013.) 

C.R.S. § 1-2-605 

Amended by 2016 Ch. 126,§ 5, eff. 4/21/2016. 

Amended by 2013 Ch. 185,§ 26, eff. 5/10/2013. 

L. 97: Entire part added with relocations, p. 467, § 1, effective July 1. L. 99: (6)(a), (8), and (10) amended, 
p. 760, § 14, effective May 20; (1)(a), (5), (6)(b), and (7) amended, p. 279, § 4, effective August 4. L. 2005: 
(10) amended, p. 1396, § 10, effective June 6; (10) amended, p. 1431, § 10, effective June 6. L. 2007: 
(1)(a), (4)(c), and (6)(b) amended, p. 1777, § 11, effective June 1. L. 2008: (1)(a)(I) amended, p. 1875, § 1, 
effective June 2; (2) amended and (11) added, pp. 1742, 1743, §§ 1, 3, effective July 1. L. 2009: (5) 
amended, (HB 09-1216), ch. 165, p. 728, §2, effective August 5. L. 2010: (7) amended, (HB 10-1116), ch. 
194, p. 832, §8, effective May 5. L. 2012: (6)(b) and (8) amended, (HB 12-1292), ch. 181, p. 678, § 7, 
effective May 17. L. 2013: Entire section amended, (HB 13-1303), ch. 185, p. 700, § 26, effective May 10. 
L. 2016: (1)(a) and (1)(b) amended and (2) repealed, (HB 16-1093), ch. 126, p. 360, § 5, effective April 21. 

This section is similar to former § 1-2-224 as it existed prior to 1997. 



 
In 2013, this section was amended by the "Voter Access and Modernized Elections Act". For the short title 
and the legislative declaration, see sections 1 and 2 of chapter 185, Session Laws of Colorado 2013. 

Section 1-2-606 - Cancellation by reason of criminal conviction in federal court 

(1) If an elector whose residence is in the state of Colorado is convicted of a felony in a district court of 
the United States, the United States attorney shall give written notice of the conviction to the secretary of 
state of Colorado. The notice shall include the name of the offender, the offender's age and residence 
address, the date of entry of the judgment, a description of the offenses of which the offender was 
convicted, and the sentence imposed by the court. The United States attorney shall additionally give the 
secretary of state written notice of the vacation of the judgment if the conviction is overturned. 

(2) The secretary of state shall forward the information received pursuant to this section to the applicable 
county clerk and recorder of the county in which the offender resides. 

(3) The county clerk and recorder shall cancel the registration of the elector as of the date of receipt of 
the information from the secretary of state, and the registration shall remain canceled until the offender 
reregisters to vote. 

C.R.S. § 1-2-606 

L. 97: Entire part added with relocations, p. 470, § 1, effective July 1. 

 
The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 

Congress enacted the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (also known as the “NVRA” and the “Motor 
Voter Act”), to enhance voting opportunities for every American. The Act has made it easier for all 
Americans to register to vote and to maintain their registration. Section 8 of the NVRA contains 
requirements with respect to the administration of voter registration by States and requires States to 
implement procedures to maintain accurate and current voter registration lists. 
 
For more information about the NVRA, please visit the Department of Justice website.  
 

  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/103rd-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.justice.gov/crt/national-voter-registration-act-1993-nvra


 
 

List of Voter Registration Status and their definitions 
Link to Statutes 

Registration Status  Statute  
Active - a person becomes an active voter upon completion of the necessary voter 
registration information.  If the clerk or recorder is notified the voter has moved 
within the state, their address will be updated and their status will be “active”  
  
A county clerk and recorder shall mark an "Inactive" elector's registration record as 
"Active" if: (a)  The elector updates his or her registration information; or (b)  The 
elector votes in an election conducted by a county clerk and recorder or an election 
for which the registration information has been provided to the clerk and recorder.  
  

1-2-605(4)  

Inactive – “Any registered elector whose registration record is marked "Inactive" is 
eligible to vote in any election where registration is required if the elector meets all 
other requirements.”   
 
Correspondence by mail from the county clerk and recorder to a registered elector 
of a county must include, at a minimum, the elector's name and address. (b) 
(I)  Except as provided in subparagraph (II) of this paragraph (b), if correspondence 
described in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) is returned by the United States 
postal service as undeliverable, the county clerk and recorder shall mark the 
elector's registration record "Inactive" and mail the elector a confirmation card. 
(II)  If correspondence described in paragraph (a) of this subsection (1) is returned 
by the United States postal service as undeliverable and the elector's registration 
record is already marked "Inactive", the county clerk and recorder shall not modify 
the record and may not mail the elector a confirmation card. (c)  If an elector's 
confirmation card is not returned to the county clerk and recorder as undeliverable, 
the county clerk and recorder shall not change the elector's registration record.  
  
If an active elector's mail ballot is returned to the county clerk and recorder by the 
United States postal service as undeliverable, the county clerk and recorder shall 
mark the elector's registration record "Inactive" and send to the elector a 
confirmation card by which the elector may verify or correct the address 
information. If the elector verifies that he or she has moved within the state, the 
county clerk and recorder shall forward the address information to the county clerk 
and recorder of the county in which the voter resides to update the elector's 
registration record with the new address. If the elector verifies that he or she has 
moved outside the state, the county clerk and recorder shall cancel the elector's 
registration record. If the elector fails to respond, the county clerk and recorder 
shall leave the registration record of that elector marked "Inactive".   

1-2-605(3)  
1-2-605(5)  

 

  

https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-1-elections/general-primary-recall-and-congressional-vacancy-elections/article-2-qualifications-and-registration-of-electors/part-6-cancellation-of-registration/section-1-2-605-canceling-registration-procedures
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-1-elections/general-primary-recall-and-congressional-vacancy-elections/article-2-qualifications-and-registration-of-electors/part-6-cancellation-of-registration/section-1-2-605-canceling-registration-procedures
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-1-elections/general-primary-recall-and-congressional-vacancy-elections/article-2-qualifications-and-registration-of-electors/part-6-cancellation-of-registration/section-1-2-605-canceling-registration-procedures
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-1-elections/general-primary-recall-and-congressional-vacancy-elections/article-2-qualifications-and-registration-of-electors/part-6-cancellation-of-registration/section-1-2-605-canceling-registration-procedures


 
Colorado 

  

How do I file a HAVA complaint? 
Link to HAVA Complaint Process 

Link to Form 
 
 

How do I file a non-HAVA complaint?  
Link to Complaint Process 

Link to Form 
 

 

Who can I contact regarding an election related complaint? 
 
Secretary of State:   Jena Griswold 
Physical Address:  1700 Broadway, Suite 550 

Denver, CO 80290 
Mailing Address:   1700 Broadway, Suite 550 

Denver, CO 80290 
Phone Number:   303-894-2200 
Email Address:    elections@coloradosos.gov 
Website:    https://www.coloradosos.gov/pubs/elections/main.html 
 
 
Attorney General:   Phil Weiser 
Physical Address:  1300 Broadway, 10th Floor 

Denver, CO 80203 
Mailing Address:   1300 Broadway, 10th Floor 

Denver, CO 80203 
Phone Number:   (720) 508-6000 
Email Address:    https://coag.gov/contact-us 
Website:    https://coag.gov/ 

 

https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/HAVA/HAVAcomplaintProcess.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/HAVA/files/HAVAComplaintForm.pdf
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/HAVA/electionComplaintProcess.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/vote/files/StateElectionComplaintForm.pdf
mailto:elections@coloradosos.gov
https://www.coloradosos.gov/pubs/elections/main.html
https://coag.gov/about-us/contact-colorado-office-attorney-general/
https://coag.gov/

